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Almost Here!—Workshops with Marti Rideout 
   
Saturday, March 18, 10:00 a.m. 
Monday, March 20, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Saint Mark's Episcopal Church 
2151 Dorset Road, Columbus 43221 
 
Marti Rideout will briefly introduce the principles and courses developed by 
the Leadership Program for Musicians (LPM), a seven-course, two-year 
program designed for those who seek to develop their musical skills and 
abilities, knowledge of hymnody and worship, techniques of choral leader-
ship, and teaching new music to congregations, as well as resources for ef-
fective music ministry. 
 
The major part of each workshop will focus on two mini-sessions that use 
elements of the LPM curriculum and employ a bit of humor: 1. Hymn-
playing techniques to encourage the musically untrained and reluctant con-
gregation; 2. Communication techniques to withstand critical, unhappy, and 
challenging people in your ministry...if indeed there are any. 
 
Marti is a nationally-known presenter. Whether you are an experienced 
church musician or a pianist who was just drafted to fill in on the organ, this 
workshop will have something to offer you.  

Scholarships Available 
 

The chapter is now accepting student scholarship applications for events 
being held this summer. Several Pipe Organ Encounters have been adver-
tised, and we are pleased to support our younger members attending these 
events. Please refer to the Scholarship Application and Recommendation 
Request included at the end of this month’s Guilder. 

mailto:guilder@agocolumbus.org


April 2017 Page 2 

Executive Committee 

Class of 2017 

Jim Hildreth 

Nancy Renneckar 

Mary Ann Stephens 

Class of 2018 

Brian Johnson 

Janice Sprecher 

Christopher Warner 

Class of 2019 

Kathie Bracy 

Jason Keefer 

Ron Kenreich 

The Dean’s Comments 
The AGO February event was a concert 
showcasing “Keyboards and Instruments.” Guild 
members Ron Kenreich and Jeremy Bankson 
organized the program, which was held at Prince 
of Peace Lutheran in Dublin.  The solo and 
ensemble instruments featured were violin, oboe, 
clarinet, French horn, and cornet.  The selections 
ranged from classical to modern. They were 
accompanied by organ, piano, or harpsichord. All 
the performers played beautifully. It was a great 
evening of music making. 
 

 Barely a week after this event, a friend of mine who is a cellist 
attended an organ concert at my church. She made an interesting 
comment, which caused me to think about the relationship between 
organists and other musicians. She said that she was delighted to be 
exposed to a genre of music that was almost totally unknown to her. I 
was pleased that she seemed excited about her new “discovery.”  But I 
was also dismayed that she didn’t know a couple of the pieces that were 
staples of the organ repertoire. Though she was immersed in ensemble 
and orchestral literature, she just didn’t know much about organ music. I 
think a lot of musicians probably are in this same boat. Perhaps if we 
would increase our collaborations with other musicians, we could at least 
demonstrate that the organ is a valuable ensemble instrument. And, if we 
express interest in their instrument, they might just return the favor. 
  
 As we approach the end of the AGO calendar of events, I would 
encourage everyone to attend our last workshop. It will be held at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church in Upper Arlington at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 18, and again Monday at 7:00 p.m.  Nationally known LPM 
(Leadership Program for Musicians) presenter Marti Rideout will lead the 
workshop. She will outline LPM and share some of the techniques that 
have been successful in helping church musicians of varying abilities and 
backgrounds. The workshop will address both musical and leadership 
skills. Please see the related article in this issue for more information. 
 

Warmly, 

Mark H. Meuser  

Dean, Columbus Chapter AGO 

Mark Meuser 

Officers 

Dean 

Mark Meuser 

mmeuser@hotmail.com 

Sub-Dean 

Tom Gerke 

tagerke@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Mark Stuart 

mark.stuart@juno.com 

Treasurer 

Albert Adcock 

aadcock@columbus.rr.com 

Chaplain 

The Rev. Cynthia Adcock 
revcindy@northwestchristian.org 

 

mailto:mark.stuart@juno.com
mailto:aadcock@columbus.rr.com
mailto:revcindy@northwestchristian.org
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Dean’s Committees 

Communications 
Mark Stuart 

mark.stuart@juno.com 

Education & Examinations 
Robert Wisniewski 
slw260@gmail.com 

Guilder Editor & Publisher 
Rebecca Abbott 

hymnnotes@yahoo.com 

Professional Concerns, 
Placement & Substitutes 

Chad Baker 
bdb49@hotmail.com 

Registrar 
Stan Osborne 

stanosborne@earthlink.net  

Webmaster 
Anthony Fabro 

anthony.fabro@outlook.com 

AGO Mission Statement 

The mission of the American 
Guild of Organists is to 
enrich lives through organ 
and choral music. 

To achieve this, we:  

• Encourage excellence in 
the performance of organ 
and choral music; 

• Inspire, educate, and offer 
certification for organists 
and choral conductors; 

• Provide networking, 
fellowship, and mutual 
support; 

• Nurture future generations 
of organists; 

• Promote the organ in its 
historic and evolving 
roles; and 

• Engage wider audiences 
with organ and choral 
music. 

New Member Directory Addition 

(Dual with Akron Chapter) 

Christopher Ha 
756 Cliffside Drive 

Akron, OH  44313-5657 
CJH@ChristopherJHa.com 

Young Organists Competition Winner 

 Matthew Bickett was declared winner of the Quimby Regional 
Competion for Young Organists. The Columbus Chapter hosted a 
chapter level competition of the QRCYO at Worthington Presbyterian 
Church, March 11, 2017.  Bickett, as the only competitor, was declared 
the winner and awarded the $500 first place prize.  He is now eligible 
to compete in the organ-playing contest at the regional level, at the 
Youngstown Great Lakes Regional Convention in July, 2017. From 
Portsmouth, Ohio, Bickett is a third-year organ performance student of 
Jonathan Moyer’s at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music.  
 We extend our congratulations to Matthew Bickett and wish 
him success in his future.  Thanks to Dr. John Schuder, Kevin Jones, 
and James Hildreth, who served as judges, and to Tom Gerke, the 
competition’s coordinator.   

AGO Spring Social Set for May 1 
 

Plans for the AGO Spring Social were approved by the Executive 
Board at its last meeting. The date for the social is Monday, May 1, and 
the venue is the Ohio Theater.   

We will meet in the Pavilion at 6:00 p.m., where a cash bar will be 
available.  Dinner is at 6:30, followed by a short business meeting. From 
the Pavilion we will move to the theater for a demonstration of the 
“Mighty Morton” theater organ by the Ohio Theater organist Clark 
Wilson. 

Parking will be available in the underground lot just south of the 
theater. If you drive south on Third Street, go past Town Street, and turn 
right on Damien, you will be able to enter the lot. A special $5 flat rate 
will be in effect for AGO members from 5:00 to 6:15 pm.  

From the underground lot, proceed to the Esplanade entrance on 
the southwest corner of the theater. Take the elevator to the Reception 
Level on the fourth floor. 

You will soon be receiving the invitation by mail. The cost of the 
dinner is $33.50 per person. Save the date on your calendar. Plan now to 
attend this fun and exciting event.  
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Chapter-AGO/109461995763833
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Chapter-AGO/109461995763833
mailto:mark.stuart@juno.com
mailto:bsmith275@cs.com
mailto:hymnnotes@yahoo.com
mailto:bdb49@hotmail.com
mailto:stanosborne@earthlink.net
mailto:bsmith275@cs.com
mailto:CJH@ChristopherJHa.com


Chapter Officers and Executive Committee Nominations 
 

The Nominations Committee members, Clark Becker, Tom Gerke (chair), Jim Hildreth, Nancy Renneckar, 
Anne Saylor, and Mary Ann Stephens, have made the following recommendations to the Executive Commit-
tee: 
 
Dean: Tom Gerke 
Sub-Dean: Brian Johnson 
Secretary: Luke Tegtmeier 
Treasurer: Al Adcock 
Chaplain: The Rev. Cynthia Adcock 
 
The Executive Committee has approved these recommendations. 
 
Luke Tegtmeier (for Secretary) grew up near Wooster, Ohio. He has church music degrees (organ perfor-
mance focus) from Valparaiso University and Luther Seminary. Organ teachers include Timothy Guenther, 
John Bernthal, Lorraine Brugh, and John Ferguson. He has served as Director of Music at Lutheran and Epis-
copal parishes in Ohio and Minnesota. While working as a church musician, he also learned to tune pipe or-
gans. In 2015, Luke took a new job at Muller Pipe Organ as a break from full-time church music. Not having a 
regular church job has allowed him the welcome opportunity to serve as a substitute organist around the Co-
lumbus area, and he has enjoyed meeting new people and instruments all over town. Luke also serves on the 
planning committee for the 2017 conference of the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  
 
 
 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CLASS OF 2020 List of Candidates, from which three are to be elect-
ed, is below.  Brian Johnson's Class of 2018 term will be completed by the nominee receiving the fourth great-
est number of votes. 
 
William Antoniak began playing for Mass at Columbus Holy Spirit when 
he was thirteen years old. At Ohio State University, he studied organ with Gordon 
Wilson. Upon entering the military, Bill was a member of the U.S. Army Band in 
Berlin. While there, he continued his studies with Gerhard Blum and served 
as his assistant at Twelve Apostles Church. He has served as Organist/Choir Director at St. Michael’s, 
Worthington; Holy Family, Columbus; and St. Mary, Urbana, and is presently Director of Traditional Music at 
St. Mary, Mother of God, German Village. 
He is also Organist at St. Ladislas, Columbus. He is the President/Director of  The Mendelssohn Liedertafel 
and serves as Chairman of the United German Singing Societies of Central Ohio. 
 
Clark A. Becker serves as Vocal Music Director at Columbus South High School. He also serves as Organist 
and Director of Music at Gates-Fourth United Methodist Church in Columbus and Assistant Organist at Peace 
Lutheran Church in Gahanna. Mr. Becker received the Master of Musical Arts degree from The Ohio State 
University and holds a Bachelor of Music Education degree from Otterbein University. He studied organ with 
Janice Dunphy, Craig Haynes, and May Schwarz.  
 
Dennis Crill is a native of Fort Wayne, Indiana, and studied piano privately at the Fort Wayne College of Mu-
sic and organ with two local church organists. He held organ positions at several American Baptist churches 
and St. John’s United Church of Christ. After Dennis moved to Columbus in 1984, he served as organist at 
Karl Road Baptist Church for eleven years and at North Community Evangelical Lutheran Church for another 
seventeen years. He completed over fifty years of service in church music ministry before retirement and is 
now enjoying subbing for churches in the greater Columbus area. 
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Jennifer Kristler graduated summa cum laude in 2011 from Furman University in Greenville, South Caroli-
na, with a B.M. in Organ Performance. Afterwards, she studied organ under Janette Fishell at the Jacobs 
School of Music at Indiana University, receiving her master’s in Organ Performance in 2013. While there, 
Jennifer worked both as a music assistant at First Presbyterian Church of Columbus, Indiana, under Colin An-
drews, and as an associate instructor of piano at IU. Throughout her musical career, she has received multiple 
music scholarships to study organ, has performed and studied music in Europe, and has played for numerous 
master classes. Jennifer currently serves as Traditional Worship Director at St. Luke Lutheran Church in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, where she plans the traditional worship services, plays the organ and piano, and directs the 
adult chancel and handbell choirs.  
 
Tyler W. Robertson is the Organist and Assistant Director of Music at St. Mark's Episcopal Church in Upper 
Arlington, where he has served since 2014. He holds a B.M. and M.M. in Organ Performance from Baylor 
University in Waco, Texas, where he studied with Joyce Jones. He completed post-graduate work at the Uni-
versity of Alabama in the choral, voice, and organ departments and has begun work on a DMA in Choral Con-
ducting from the Ohio State University. Tyler is a member of the Association of Anglican Musicians and is an 
Associate (A.A.G.O.) of the American Guild of Organists. He lives in the Polaris area with his wife Julie and 
dogs Mr. Puppers and Buddy. 
 
Born in Reading, Pennsylvania, Robert Wisniewski was Principal Organist and Assistant Director of Music 
for St. Joseph Cathedral, Columbus, from July, 2004, through January, 2017. He holds a B.A. in Music Perfor-
mance from Lebanon Valley College of Pennsylvania (magna cum laude) and a Master of Music from Yale 
Institute of Sacred Music. He is an Associate of the American Guild of Organists (AAGO) and a composer, 
with three of his works featured on the St. Joseph Cathedral Choir CD Thy Radiance Bright. Mr. Wisniewski 
was a finalist in the 2015 University of Michigan Organ Improvisation Competition and taught organ master 
classes for Trinity Lutheran Seminary in June, 2012, and June, 2016.  Before coming to St. Joseph Cathedral, 
Mr. Wisniewski served as Minister of Music for St. Catharine Parish, Columbus, and St. Mary Parish, Marion. 
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Call for Summer Workshop Information 
 

Members are requested to send information on summer workshops that may be of general interest, with priori-
ty given to local and regional programs, especially those that may not be appearing in The American Organist. 
Please see below as a live example, the first of the summer programs I’ve received. —Rebecca Abbott, Editor 
 
Musician Workshops at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
 
Basic Level Organists and Service Playing for Pianists 
June 19–23, 2017 
Many organists, whether recently drafted into playing or who have been on the bench for quite a while, have 
had very little or no basic training in how the instrument works, how to choose appropriate registrations, how 
to play pedals with both feet or how to lead the singing of hymns and liturgy through effective playing. This 
workshop covers these basic items. Additionally, pianists will learn the same concepts of how to lead congre-
gational singing of hymns and liturgy from the piano. 
 
Intermediate & Advanced Level Organists 
June 26–June 30, 2017 
For organists who have the basics covered but desire to improve their skills of playing hymns and liturgy. 
Topics will also include creative hymn introductions, making informed choices about organ repertoire and 
strategies for leading challenging hymns.For more information go to www.ctsfw.edu/MusicWorkshops or 
connect with the CTSFW Music Department at MusicWorkshops@ctsfw.edu or 260.452.2224. 

http://my.ctsfw.edu/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ctsfw.edu%2fMusicWorkshops&srcid=22119&srctid=1&erid=2417120&trid=3660a993-ea16-4cb2-8825-443691d92d45
mailto:


The Columbus Chapter 

will celebrate 100 years 

in 2018 

Much of our history is missing. 
We are looking for… 

Historical AGO records and 
minutes ● Programs from 

early recitals ● Newspaper 
clippings relating to the AGO 
● Recollections of important 

events from our past ● Names 
of former members who might 
be storing these materials or 
who might have memories to 

share 

Please call Carol Hofer at 
614.488.8557 or email her at 

fandchofer@aol.com. 

Concerts and Other Events 
 
Todd Wilson in Concert 
Friday, March 17, 7pm 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
2001 Northwest Blvd., Columbus 43212 
www.engagedbygrace.org 
International concert organist Todd Wilson will present an evening of great music that 
will also include a special tribute for St. Patrick’s Day and an organ duet of “Ride of the 
Valkyries” with his former student, Joshua Brodbeck. Todd Wilson is head of the Organ 
Department at The Cleveland Institute of Music and Curator of the E.M. Skinner pipe 
organ at Severance Hall in Cleveland. He is also Director of Music at Cleveland’s Trinity 
Cathedral, and House Organist for the Aeolian organ at the Stan Hywet Home and 
Gardens in Akron. 
 
Community Hymn Festival 
Rick Black, Organist 
Sunday, March 26, 2 p.m. 
Second Presbyterian Church 
42 E. Church Street, Newark 43055 
The Community Hymn Festival will celebrate the recent restoration, rebuilding, and 
enhancements of Second Presbyterian’s Bunn-Minnick pipe organ. Free-will offering to 
benefit the Parkinson Organ Endowment. Reception will follow. 
 
Organ Recital by Daniel Aune 
Friday, March 31, 7 p.m. 
Pre-Concert Talk and Organ Crawl at 6:30 p.m. 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
5475 Brand Rd, Dublin 43017 
princeofpeacedublin.org 
Dr. Aune is Director of Music and Organist at Christ Lutheran Church in Baltimore and 
studied at Eastman School of Music. Prior to the concert, a short talk about the organ will 
be led by Jeremy Bankson and will include the opportunity to see inside the organ at 
Prince of Peace, which was installed in 2014. 
 
An Evening with Kevin Jones, Organist 
Friday, March 31, 7 p.m. 
Livingston United Methodist Church 
200 East Livingston Avenue, Columbus 43215 
www.livingstonchurch.org 
Mr. Jones, Minister of Music at First Congregational Church in Columbus, Ohio, will 
play a varied program (Bach, Persichetti, Franck, Howells, Alain, and Vierne) to 
showcase Livingston's recently refurbished Bunn=Minnick, 33 rank pipe organ. A 
suggested donation of $10 is requested. Reception to follow in the church narthex. ALL 
are welcome!! 
 
Asbury Arts Series 
Sunday, April 2, 4 p.m. 
Asbury United Methodist Church 
55 W. Lincoln Avenue, Delaware 43015 
The Asbury Arts Series will welcome the Scioto Valley Brass and Percussion 
Company for an afternoon concert. There is no admission charge; a free will offering will 
be received.  Asbury is handicap-accessible from its rear parking lot entrance. For further 
information, please call the church office at 740-363-3611.  
 
First Thursday Noontime Recital Series 
Thursday, April 6,12:15 p.m. 
Asbury United Methodist Church 
55 W. Lincoln Avenue, Delaware 43015 
The First Thursday Noontime Recital Series welcomes Ohio Wesleyan senior organ 
major Annie Spink as our recitalist. Annie is a student of James Hildreth. As always, 
tables will be set and beverages provided for those who wish to enjoy lunch during the 
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recital.  Asbury is handicap-accessible from its rear parking lot entrance. For further information, please call the church office at 740-
363-3611. 
 
Schütz’ “Matthäuspassion” 
Good Friday, April 14, 7:30 p.m. 
First Congregational Church 
444 East Broad Street, Columbus, 43215 
www.concertsatfirstchurch.org 
The First Church Chamber Choir and soloists 
 
The West Liberty University Singers 
Sunday, April 23, 3:00 p.m. 
St. John's Episcopal Church 
700 High Street, Worthington 43085 
Led by Dr. Scott Glysson, the West Liberty University Singers is a select group of auditioned musicians. The choir tours nationally 
and internationally, with recent and future engagements in Washington, D.C.; Italy; Spain; The Republic of Ireland; Cleveland; 
Buffalo; and Toronto, Canada. There is no charge for admission to the concert; a freewill offering will be taken to support the Music 
Series. 
 
Handbells Columbus 
Sunday, April 23, 4:00 p.m. 
First Congregational Church 
444 East Broad Street, Columbus, 43215 
www.concertsatfirstchurch.org 
The popular group is joined by composer and organist Karen Buckwalter. A free-will offering will be taken. 
 
An Evening of Duets 
Friday, April 28, 7 p.m.  
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
2001 Northwest Blvd. Columbus 43212 
engagedbygrace.org 
Pianist Stephen Leslie and organist Joshua Brodbeck will present an evening of duets, including classics and hymn-based works. 
Stephen was a voicer for many organ companies. After retiring, he has taken up concertizing and is also a recent graduate of 
Houghton College with a master’s in Collaborative Piano.   
 
“The Good Shepherd” 
Jeremy Bankson, Conductor 
Sunday, May 7 at 7 p.m. 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
5475 Brand Rd, Dublin 43017 
princeofpeacedublin.org 
The Prince of Peace Choir and Children’s Choir will be joined by a professional orchestra to present this multi-movement work by 
Robert Hobby, which reflects on the pastoral images of Christ.  

Position Available: Chancel Choir Director 

 

 Asbury United Methodist Church, 55 W. Lincoln Avenue, Delaware, Ohio, seeks a new director for its 
Chancel Choir to fill the vacancy upon the retirement of the current director. The Chancel Choir, comprised of 
thirty adult singers, offers a diverse repertoire of SATB anthems, singing two selections for the 10:45 worship 
service each week from September through early June. The choir also participates in additional liturgical ser-
vices throughout the year. 
 We seek applicants who enjoy working in a collegial environment with other staff: Pastor, Director of 
Music, Director of Christian Education, and additional music staff who work with handbell, primary, junior, 
and teen choirs. 
 The position involves a mid-week and a Sunday morning rehearsal. Competence on piano and/or or-
gan is very desirable. Salary will be commensurate with education and experience. A more detailed job de-
scription may be found on the church website: www.asburyohio.org. Please submit cover letter and resume, 
with references, by April 20. Email to church@asburyohio.org, using Choir Director in the subject line, or 
mail to the church,  Attn. SPR Committee. Questions to thaynedgray@hotmail.com. 

http://www.concertsatfirstchurch.org/
http://www.concertsatfirstchurch.org/
http://engagedbygrace.org/
http://princeofpeacedublin.org/
http://www.asburyohio.org
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STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
Columbus Chapter 

American Guild of Organists 
 

2017 
 
 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 
Phone number(s): 
 
Email: 
 
Recommended by Columbus Chapter AGO Member (name): 

(Please attach letter of recommendation) 
 
Student Status 
___ Younger than High School 
___ High School 
___ University/College 
___ Other (explain) 
 
Current organ teachers and/or educational institution: 
 
Event for Scholarship Request 

Pipe Organ Encounter ____________________________________________________________ 
AGO Convention ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application Process 
Deadline for receipt of applications: APRIL 30, 2017 
Please mail your completed application to: 

Mark Meuser, Dean 
Columbus Chapter AGO 
mmeuser@hotmail.com 
804 Cherry Bottom Road 
Gahanna, Ohio 43230 

The objective of the Columbus Chapter Scholarship Program is to encourage organ students in their educational process.  There is 
no age limit for award recipients.  Candidates are eligible if they are recommended by an AGO Columbus Chapter member, who is 
required to submit a recommendation form.  The scholarships are intended to support attendance at programs that supplement the 
chosen course of study.  Examples include AGO Pipe Organ Encounters, AGO national or regional conventions, or similar events.  
The total amount of scholarship funds dispersed in any given year will be at the discretion of the Columbus Chapter Executive 
Board.  Generally, this amount will not exceed the amount of interest received on the principal of the scholarship reserved funds.  
Scholarship awards will be determined by the Executive Board, or delegated to a committee.  One, multiple, or no scholarships may 
be awarded in any given year. 

Other educational event (explain) __________________________________________________ 
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Letter of Recommendation 
Student Scholarship Application 

Columbus Chapter, American Guild of Organists 
 
 

Name of Student Applicant ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Student Status (check current status): 
_____ Middle School   _____ High School  _____ Undergraduate School 
 
_____ Graduate School  _____ Other (explain) ________________________________________ 
 
Name of Referring Member _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number __________________________ Email Address __________________________________ 
 
Name of Current Organ Teacher __________________________________________________________ 
(if different than referring member) 
Phone Number __________________________ Email Address __________________________________ 
 
Name of Educational Institution __________________________________________________________ 
 
Request scholarship for organ student to attend educational program (check program): 
_____ Pipe Organ Encounter (ages 13-18)  _____ AGO Convention 
 
_____ Other educational events or supplemental experiences (describe) __________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Teacher Recommendation  
Explain why this student would benefit from an educational/enrichment program. 


