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First Event of Centennial Celebrations 
by Sally Casto 

 
Your Centennial committee wants to be sure that you have noticed that the 
first event in our 100th anniversary year of festivities is the February Flour-
ish on Saturday, February 24, 2018, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church in Upper Arlington.  You will have the opportunity to 
choose from ten workshops and to enjoy browsing an excellent music dis-
play provided by Cliff Hill Music. This is a wonderful opportunity to intro-
duce organists to our chapter, so we hope you will plan to attend and bring a 
guest with you. The registration fee of $15 for members and $25 for non-
members includes lunch and your workshop materials. Details about the 
various workshops will be introduced in your next Guilder. 

Guilder on Christmas Break 
 
The Guilder will be on hiatus for the Christmas season. The February issue 

will be published on or by January 15 and will include concert dates from 

January 16 to March 1. You are invited to submit Christmas and Epiphany 

events to the on-line calendar found here.  

For renewed Guilder publication in January, please be alert for the reminder 

email toward the end of December and send submissions by January 5, or in 

advance of January 5, to: guilder@agocolumbus.org. 

Thank you—and a very merry Christmas to you all! 

http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/calendar#year=2017&month=11&day=12&view=month
mailto:guilder@agocolumbus.org
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Executive Committee 

Class of 2018 

Clark Becker 

Janice Sprecher 

Dennis Crill 

Class of 2019 

Kathie Bracy 

Jason Keefer 

Ron Kenreich 

Class of 2020 

Jennifer Kristler 

Tyler Robertson 

Robert Wisniewski 

The Dean’s Comments 
Thankfulness is on our minds this time of year as 
we prepare for family gatherings and 
Thanksgiving services. I am thankful for all the 
people who volunteer many hours to make our 
AGO chapter function so successfully. I am also 
thankful for the many people in the past who 
stepped forward to provide volunteer service and 
leadership so that we have a good chapter to 
enjoy. Consider saying thank you to those who 
volunteer for our chapter. 
 
We have no upcoming chapter event this month; 

however, I want to make sure everyone has on their calendar the 
February Flourish event to be held February 24. More info is found on 
the first page of this Guilder.   
 
You are encouraged to make a contribution to the 100th anniversary fund. 
Wonderful events are planned. Please send a check to treasurer Al 
Adcock, 2480 Dunstan Drive, Columbus, OH 43235. Note on the checks 
“100th Anniversary.” 
 
It has been my pleasure to know chapter member Frank Kuhlmann. It 
was a surprise to learn that Frank’s Kuhlmann’s ancestors came from the 
same church parish in Germany as my Gerke ancestors. Frank has 
traveled in Europe many times and has stories and souvenirs to remember 
those times. One church Frank visited was the Wenceslaus church in 
Naumburg, Germany. In 1746 J. S. Bach was invited to visit the church 
and give advice on the planning of a new pipe organ. The Hildebrandt 
Organ Company did build the organ to Bach’s specification. What is 
unusual is that on the Oberwerk is a Principal 8’ and Principal Unda 
Maris 8’—yes, a principal celeste! The Hildebrandt contract states that 
the inclusion of the Principal Unda Maris 8’ is above the contract. Frank 
has recordings of the use of this Principal Unda Maris 8’ and Principal 8’ 
as a solo combination, chorus combination, and accompanying 
registration. Evidently Bach was good at trying something new. 
However, this idea did not become popular. I hope many of you may 
have the opportunity to hear this unusual sound. 
 
I wish you a happy and blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas season. 

 
With warm regards, 
Tom Gerke 
Dean, Columbus Chapter AGO 

Thomas Gerke 

Officers 

Dean 

Thomas Gerke 

tagerke@yahoo.com 

 

Sub-Dean 

Brian Johnson 

tuttiIV@aol.com 

 

Secretary 

Luke Tegtmeier 

Luke.Tegtmeier@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Albert Adcock 

aadcock@columbus.rr.com 

 

Chaplain 

The Rev. Cynthia Adcock 
revcindy@northwestchristian.org 

mailto:tagerke@yahoo.com
mailto:tuttiIV@aol.com
mailto:luke.tegtmeier@gmail.com
mailto:aadcock@columbus.rr.com
mailto:revcindy@northwestchristian.org
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Dean’s Committees 

Communications 
Luke Tegtmeier 

Luke.Tegtmeier@gmail.com 
 

Education & Examinations 
Robert Wisniewski 
slw260@gmail.com 

Guilder Editor & Publisher 
Rebecca Abbott 

abbottmusiclab@gmail.com 

Professional Concerns, 
Placement & Substitutes 

Chad Baker 
bdb49@hotmail.com 

Registrar 
Stan Osborn 

stanosborn@earthlink.net  

Webmaster 
Anthony Fabro 

anthony.fabro@outlook.com 

AGO Mission Statement 

The mission of the American 
Guild of Organists is to 
enrich lives through organ 
and choral music. 

To achieve this, we:  

• Encourage excellence in 
the performance of organ 
and choral music; 

• Inspire, educate, and offer 
certification for organists 
and choral conductors; 

• Provide networking, 
fellowship, and mutual 
support; 

• Nurture future generations 
of organists; 

• Promote the organ in its 
historic and evolving 
roles; and 

• Engage wider audiences 
with organ and choral 
music. 

Business Items from the November 6, 2017, 
Executive Committee Meeting: 
Resignation, Replacement, and Audits 
 

Chris Warner, member of the Class of 2018 of the Executive Committee, 
submitted his resignation due to change in work schedule, preventing him 
from attending further Executive Committee meetings. The board accepted 
Chris' resignation with regret and expressed their thankfulness for his years 
of service on the board. The board then voted to offer the position to Dennis 
Crill, retired organist at North Community Lutheran Church, Colum-
bus. Dennis has agreed to accept the position. The term ends in June of 
2018. The Executive Committee thanks Dennis for his willingness to serve. 
 
Two audits were recently made. Laura Silva and Kathie Bracy audited the 
Columbus Chapter’s financials from May 2015-June 2016. Mark Meuser 
and John Schuder audited the books from May 2016-June 2017. The Execu-
tive Committee received and accepted the two member audit reports.  
 
From Laura Silva: 
 
“Kathie Bracy and I met this past Monday, October 16th, to review the Co-
lumbus Chapter AGO financial records for the fiscal year June 1, 2015 
through May 31, 2016. We reviewed the summary financial report prepared 
by Al Adcock, bank statements, receipts, and invoices. The records were 
consistent and we believe the financial summary accurately reflects the 
chapter's financial position for the year. The year started with a cash balance 
of $33,807.86 and ended with a cash balance of $35,279.55. 
 
“Thank you for the opportunity to serve, and best wishes for a wonderful 
anniversary year ahead.” 
 
From Mark Meuser and John Schuder: 
 
“We held the member audit of the AGO financial statements of the past fis-
cal year, June 1, 2016 to May 31, 2017. This audit took place at the home of 
Treasurer Al Adcock on October 16, 2017.    
 
“We examined the bank statements, checked representative income and in-
voice information, and reviewed the tax report. We found everything in or-
der, with supporting documentation attached to each transaction.  
 
“We believe the Treasurer's Report to accurately describe the financial con-
dition of the Columbus Chapter of the AGO. We further commend the 
Treasurer for his excellent report and accurate record-keeping.” 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Chapter-AGO/109461995763833
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Chapter-AGO/109461995763833
mailto:luke.tegtmeier@gmail.com
mailto:slw260@gmail.com
mailto:abbottmusiclab@gmail.com
mailto:bdb49@hotmail.com
mailto:stanosborn@earthlink.net
mailto:anthony.fabro@outlook.com


New Directory Information 
by Stan Osborn 

 
By now, all members should have received a copy of this year’s Columbus Chapter Directory in the mail. If 
you have not received yours, please contact me. 
 
If you find any typos, incorrect information, or missing information, please let me know, so that can be 
corrected in next year’s directory. 
 
IMPORTANT!!!! Every member needs to be responsible for his or her own info. Whatever info you put (or 
don’t put) in the Oncard registration form when you renew your dues, is what appears in the directory. Many 
members don’t bother to scroll all the way down to the bottom of the form and click on “View/Edit Chapter-
specific data”. That is where you select whether to be included on the sub list, and if so, for Sunday a.m. or 
p.m., weddings, or funerals. You can also indicate with which liturgies you are familiar. There is also a 
checkbox for being included on the list of members who have private organ studios. PLEASE COMPELTE 
THE ENTIRE FORM! If you choose to purposely leave certain fields blank, that’s okay (many members 
leave out their phone numbers). It’s up to you. 
 
Be sure to double check for typos; whatever you enter is what will be printed. When everything looks the way 
you want it, click on “Post changes”, which is way down at the bottom. If you forget to do that, nothing will 
be changed. 
 
Any member can go to the national website www.agohq.org (not the Columbus website) at any time and make 
necessary changes. You don’t have to wait until you renew your dues next year. If you change your address or 
change jobs, be sure to update your info. IF YOU CHANGE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS, YOU MUST 
CONTACT ME, IN ADDITION TO MAKING THE CHANGE AT AGOHQ.ORG. That’s because we 
maintain a separate email list at the local level, which we use to send out The Guilder and other important 
info. 
 
If you have any trouble with this, please contact me for help at (614) 337-0434 or stanosborn@earthlink.net. 
Thanks for your diligence in this matter. 
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Voices from the Past 
 
 
First item contributed by Thomas Gerke 
 
This morning, while looking for something else in the box of historical items of the Columbus AGO Chapter 
I came across a copy of the sermon given possibly on February 4, 1968, by Eugene Brand of Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at a service of Thanksgiving. I am including a photo of the first two paragraphs of the 
sermon. It mentions that the meeting where the decision was made to apply for an AGO Chapter charter was 
made on October 15, 1917—one hundred years and one month ago. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional items contributed by Larry Rhoades 
 
1950s (from chapter minutes of that decade): Dynamic leadership provided throughout the decade by Guild 
officers, such as Lowell Riley, Eleanor Clingan, Lawrence Frank, Wilbur Held, Elizabeth Lange, and others. 

 
February, 1966, Guilder:  Dr. Wilbur Held dedicated the new three-manual Steiner organ at St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church on January 30th. 
 
January, 1967, Guilder: Jean Langlais, famous blind organist and composer from the Basilica of Ste. 
Clotilde in Paris, will present a recital at Mershon Auditorium, Wed., Jan 18, 1967, at 8 p.m., co-sponsored 
by Ohio State University and our guild chapter.   
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Concerts and Other Events 
 

The Columbus Chapter’s on-line calendar may be found here. 
 
Nicole Simental, Organ Recital 
Sunday, November 19, 4:00 p.m. 
Central College Presbyterian Church 
975 S. Sunbury Road, Westerville 43081 
Ms. Simental is the new associate organist at St. Joseph Cathedral in Columbus. She is an active concertizer and has won 
numerous competitions, including the first prize at the International Goedicke Organ Competition at the Moscow Con-
servatory. The concert is free, but a freewill offering will be taken. Refreshment will be served in the fellowship hall fol-
lowing the concert.  
 
Choral Evensong 
Sunday, November 19, 4:00 p.m. 

First Congregational Church 
444 E. Broad Street, Columbus 43215 
www.concertsatfirstchurch.org 
Music of Ayleward and Stephen Caracciolo. Tyler Robertson, organist; Kevin Jones, conductor. 
 
Handbells of Columbus 
Sunday, November 19, 4:00 p.m. 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
5475 Brand Road, Dublin 43017 
princeofpeacedublin.org/concerts-at-prince-of-peace/ 
This ensemble will delight your eyes and ears as they perform a program of music to prepare you for the holiday season 
ahead. Don’t miss your opportunity to experience the versatility and beauty of handbells! 
 
28th Annual Zanesville Handbell Festival 
Sunday, November 19, 7:00 p.m. 
Grace United Methodist Church 
516 Shinnick Street, Zanesville 43701 
http://www.facebook.com/Thursday-Music-Club-190108687674933 
Local handbell choirs perform individually and together with guest director Jane Irvine. This concert ushers in the holi-
day music season. A freewill offering is taken to cover concert expenses. The Thursday Music Club sponsors this con-
cert.  
 
Music Department Christmas Festival 
Wednesday, November 29, 7:15 p.m. 
R.R. Hodges Chapel Auditorium 
Mount Vernon Nazarene University 
800 Martinsburg Road, Mount Vernon 43050 
 
Handel’s “Messiah”  (Christmas portion)  
Vivaldi’s “Concerto for Two Trumpets” 
Sunday, December 3, 11:00 a.m. 
St. John’s United Church of Christ 
59 E. Mound Street, Columbus 43215 
St. John’s Festive Choir, soloists, and Chamber Orchestra; May Schwarz, director. 
 
Handel’s “Messiah” 
Sunday, December 3, 7:00 p.m. 
R.R. Hodges Chapel Auditorium 
Mount Vernon Nazarene University 
800 Martinsburg Road, Mount Vernon 43050 
Robert Tocheff conducts the combined Collegians and community choirs, with orchestra. A north-of-Columbus annual 
tradition, with cookies sold in the lobby to benefit the MVNU music programs. Free admission. 

http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/calendar#year=2017&month=4&day=11&view=month
http://www.concertsatfirstchurch.org/
http://princeofpeacedublin.org/concerts-at-prince-of-peace/
http://www.facebook.com/Thursday-Music-Club-190108687674933
https://maps.google.com/?q=59+E.+Mound+StreetColumbus,+OH+43215&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=59+E.+Mound+StreetColumbus,+OH+43215&entry=gmail&source=g


Service of Lessons & Carols 
Sunday, December 3, 4:00 p.m. 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
5475 Brand Road, Dublin 43017 
princeofpeacedublin.org/concerts-at-prince-of-peace/ 
First held at King's College, Cambridge, in 1918, the Service of Lessons and Carols 
has become one of the most popular formats in which we celebrate the story of 
Christ's birth. Join us for our own version of this holiday tradition which will in-
clude John Rutter’s Gloria. Led by the Prince of Peace Choirs and instrumentalists, 
you will also have the opportunity to lend your voice in singing favorite carols.  
 
First Thursday Noontime Recital Series 
Thursday, December 7, 12:15-12:45 p.m. 
Asbury United Methodist Church 
55 W. Lincoln Avenue, Delaware 43015  
Asbury musicians Jan Swanson and Sally Casto, joined by cellist Jonalyn Snyder, 
will present a program of holiday music with selections for organ, piano duet, and 
cello. As always, tables will be set and beverages provided for those who wish to 
enjoy lunch during the recital. Asbury is handicap accessible from its rear parking 
lot entrance. 
 
Advent Afternoon Concert 
Sunday, December 10, 3:00 p.m. 
Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church 
1559 Roxbury Road, Columbus 43212 
Advent and Christmas music from many traditions and styles performed by the 
parish choir, accompanied by a 15-person orchestra. Carol Ann Bradley, 
director. Free-will offering. 
 
“Prince of Peace” 
Sunday, December 10, 3:00 p.m. 
Northwest Christian Church 
1340 Fishinger Road, Columbus 43221 
www.northwestchristian.org 
The choirs of Northwest Christian Church will present this festive program of music 
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Please join us as part of 
your personal Advent journey. Contact Al Adcock, 614-457-6290. 
 
Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 10, 3:00 p.m. 
Saint Joseph Cathedral 
212 E. Broad Street, Columbus 43215 
www.Cathedralmusic.org 
The Cathedral Choir and Cathedral Brass mark the season with their annual presen-
tation of Lessons and Carols. The afternoon will include works by Poulenc, Victo-
ria, and Lauridsen, among others, as well as familiar carols sung by all. 
 
Saint-Saens’ “The Christmas Oratorio” 
Sunday, December 10, 4:00 p.m.   
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 
3730 Broadway, Grove City, 43123 
Featuring tenor soloist C. Andrew Blosser and accompanied by a chamber orchestra 
and organ. Additional music includes handbell and choral selections. Adele 
Rapelye, director. 
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Please follow this link 
to listen to Pipedreams 
from American Public 
Media. 

http://princeofpeacedublin.org/concerts-at-prince-of-peace/
https://maps.google.com/?q=1559+Roxbury+Road,+Columbus+43212&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.northwestchristian.org/
http://www.cathedralmusic.org
https://maps.google.com/?q=3730+Broadway,+Grove+City,+43123&entry=gmail&source=g
pipedreams.publicradio.org
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Handel’s “Messiah” 
Sunday, December 10, 6:00 p.m.  
Central Trinity UMC 
62 South Seventh Street, Zanesville 43701 
www.centraltrinityumc.com 
The Zanesville Civic Chorus and Orchestra presents its 88th production of Handel's “Messiah”. The performance fea-
tures five vocal soloists, a choir of 75 singers, and a chamber orchestra. A freewill offering is taken and given to a local 
charity each year in the “spirit of Handel”. James McLaughlin, director.  
 
Festival of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 17, 4:00 p.m. 
First Congregational Church 
444 E. Broad Street, Columbus 43215 
www.concertsatfirstchurch.org 
Kevin Jones, conductor. 

 
 

http://www.centraltrinityumc.com/

