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Dear Friends, 
  
On behalf of the chapter leadership, please forgive this abrupt change in The 

Guilder format. We anticipate resuming 'normal operations' in the fall. Thank 
you for your patience. 
  
Sincerely, 
Mark Stuart  



Dean's Message 

Marti Rideout's workshop this past month at St. Mark's Episcopal Church revealed the knowledge 
and passion of an exemplary church musician as she offered a myriad of ideas that can be 
effectively put into use in any parish situation. It was wonderful to experience her endless 
enthusiasm backed up with a vast store of information so essential to the duties of a church 
musician. We are very grateful to Marti for this educational and inspirational offering. 
  
A very welcoming audience showed its appreciation to the nine young organists who performed 
on our April 21st Benefit Student Recital at the North Broadway United Methodist Church. This was another way 
in which our chapter seeks to encourage young organists: they benefit from playing in a concert setting and by 
hearing each other perform. We are grateful to Stephen Jacoby, organist at NBUMC for all his help in making this 
program possible. Another important aspect of this occasion was the $424 that was collected to benefit the 
critical work of the Mid-Ohio Foodbank. A representative of the Foodbank, Colin Baumgartner, spoke briefly 
about its mission, and expressed gratitude to our chapter for its efforts in lifting up the critical importance of this 
cause. 
  
Please watch your email messages for the membership renewal forms. You will note that the rate remains the 
same as last year. In 2012, AGO headquarters set an increase of $5 to general membership dues ($3: national, 
$2: chapter), and our executive committee voted to NOT implement the $2 chapter increase for our members. 
  
I want to thank the members of the Nominating Committee, Sara Seidel, chair, Judy Willour, Tom Gerke and 
Scott Hayes, for their good work in producing the slate of candidates for the executive board. If you have not 
received a ballot, please contact registrar Sara Seidel. 
  
Last but certainly not least, I wish to express gratitude on behalf of the entire chapter to outgoing board 
members Brian Johnson, Sara Montgomery and Stan Osborn for their dedication to the work of the AGO and 
their service to our chapter in many ways and on many occasions. 
  
Thank you all! 
 
- John Schuder  
  

 

Directory Updates 

Joel Mathias 
5659 Notre Dame Place 
Columbus, OH  43213 
sjmath5659@gmail.com  
Joel's home and cell phone numbers remain the same. 
  
Mary McMullen 
Please remove Mary's home phone from your contact information. The cell phone listed is still correct.  
  

 



Concerts & Events 

 
May 2 
First Thursday Noontime Recital Series, 12:15 - 12:45 pm at Asbury United Methodist 
Church in Delaware. Asbury Organ Academy students Virgil Michael, Tatiana Tawney, Noah 
Planisek, and Tony Cherup will be joined by 2012 organ academy graduate Alex Armstrong 
in this noontime program.  Tables will be set and beverages provided for those who wish to 
enjoy lunch during the recital. 

 
May 7 

Tuesdays at First Church Series, 12:15 pm. First Congregational Church 
444. East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215. Pianist Ben Wiant 
in recital. 
 
May 10 

Elizabeth W. Lange Organ Recital: Cristian Lane   
Winner of the prestigious 2011 Canadian International Organ Competition, Christian Lane will be 
performing at Broad Street Presbyterian Church on Friday, May 10th at 7:00 p.m.  Consistently acclaimed 
for his "driving energy and mature interpretation,"  Lane will be performing a variety of repertoire from 
French, Belgium, German, English and American composers spanning four centuries from Buxtehude to 
Pinkham.   
Broad Street organist Jim Hildreth says, "His unhurried approach penetrates the depths of the music, 
yielding interpretations that are wonderfully communicative. These are performances of a true winner." 
The concert is free for all, and a free will offering will be collected. 
  
May 12 
The Bowling Green State University Collegiate Chorale 
The Bowling Green State University Collegiate Chorale will perform at Broad Street Presbyterian Church at 
4:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 12.  This 30-voice touring chorus conducted by Tim Cloeter will present a 
concert of sacred and secular music that spans from classical music to American folksongs, from J.S. Bach 
to Benjamin Britten, and from French chansons to vocal jazz.  Program highlights will include Bach's motet 
"Komm, Jesu, Komm," Eric Whitacre's "Cloudburst" with handbells and percussion, and folksong 
arrangements by René Clausen with clarinet, horn, and cello.  Admission is free. A free will offering will be 
collected to help defray touring expenses. Broad Street Presbyterian Church is located at 760 East Broad 
Street in Columbus, OH.  Please call (614) 221-6552 or visit 
www.bgsu.edu/studentlife/organizations/chorale/ for more information. 
 

June 2 
Cantor Connection's Five-Year Countdown to the Reformation 
Mark your calendars for the first of Cantor Connection's five hymn festivals celebrating the Reformation, 
leading up to the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther's nailing of his theses to the Wittenberg door in 1517. 
  
"Martin Luther's Deutsche Messe: Then - and Now" takes place at 7 p.m. on Sunday, June 2 at All Saints 
Lutheran Church, 6770 N. High St., Worthington, OH 43085. Featuring members of Cantor Connection and 
a festival choir, it opens with a festive setting of "A Mighty Fortress" and includes portions of Luther's 1526 
German Mass alongside modern-day realizations or paraphrases of the same texts. This creatively planned 
event promises to be a lively introduction into the spirit of the Protestant Reformation and the deep truths 
lived out by Luther in his life and work. 



 

July 12 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir 
The Mormon Tabernacle Choirwill be performing in Columbus at the Nationwide Arena on July 12 at 
7:30PM. There are reduced prices for admission to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to see and 
hear this amazing choir perform live in Columbus. Depending on how many are in a group there are 
discounted ticket prices, including tickets for $23 each, or $18 each for groups of ten or more (and there 
are no extra charges or fees). Watch the paper for further information or contact the Arena Ticket Office 
for more information. 
  
  

 

A Trip to the Austin Organs, Inc. Factory  

By Anthony Fabro 
  
In March I had the opportunity to tour the Austin Organs' factory in Hartford, Connecticut. Austin 
has been in business since 1893 and is one of the oldest continuously operating pipe organ 
companies in the United States. Along with their product's proven longevity, Austin's biggest 
claims to fame are their patented Universal Airchest System and ruggedly built consoles. 
  
Dave Secour, the Design Engineer for Austin, was my tour guide leading me through several floors of equipment 
and parts. The building, which Austin moved into in 1937, was a classic early 20th century factory with its wood 
floors and abundant, large windows on every level. An ancient Otis elevator complete with iron cage also can be 
found in the factory and is used on a daily basis. 
  
Dave started by showing how they begin to lay out the pipe racks, making sure that there is enough spacing 
between the individual pipes, and between the ranks of pipes. Scaling adjusts the diameter of the pipes and 
must be factored in. The order of ranks is also laid out and generally is similar from organ to organ. 
  

  

 
  
  



The first shop area we looked at was for organ consoles. At the time of my visit they had four consoles in various 
states of construction. The organ console takes a beating over time and often needs a rebuild, rewiring or gets 
replaced. Dave pointed out that their consoles are very durable and have a steel frame construction. Austin 
initially made consoles primarily with stopkeys for both classical and theater organs. Today most consoles are 
built with drawknobs but Austin still builds "traditional" Austin consoles with stopkeys. 
  

  

 
   
  
 We then moved to Dave's area which is organ design. The advent of AutoCAD and other computer aided 
drawing programs have made organ design easier than by doing it all by hand. But as Dave pointed out, even 
the best computer design doesn't always map out little nuances of space which can result in layout issues. No 
two organs are exactly alike and part of this is because each building is physically and acoustically different. 
Dave showed several drawings including Austin Opus 2795, a mostly brand new instrument going in at First 
Baptist Church in Washington, DC.  
 
One level up is where pipes are made and voiced. Austin makes almost all of their own pipes (trompete en 
chamade is one rank they do not). Forms are used to build and shape the pipe along with a number of 
specialized hand tools to carve details and make precise adjustments. The art of voicing a pipe is one of 
precision and skill. Pipes can be voiced in many different ways and it is up to the voicer to get it just right to 
create a unified sound. Final tonal adjustments are always made after the instrument is installed in its 
permanent home. 
  

  



 
 
Dave then led me to area where most of the organ components other than pipes are built. This includes 
magnets, valves, trackers, etc., most of which are parts only seen by organ technicians performing service on 
the instrument. Leathers for valves are also punched in this area. Most of the machines are custom built to 
fabricate specific parts of the organ. A few of these machines are so old they were originally powered by steam 
and still retain their belt driven motors. Dave noted that with the exception of the organ's computer system and 
blower, all other organ components are made by Austin in its shop.   
  
In the bottom of the building is where most of the wood paneling is made. A cabinetmaker custom builds each 
piece of the organ's structure as well as the outer shell of the console. Wood is either painted, stained or 
varnished in the paint booth. Also on the ground floor is where metal is melted at a temperature of 700 degrees, 
then poured into a rectangular form to cool and then rolled into scrolls. The scrolls are taken upstairs to be 
stamped and shaped into pipes.  
  
The bottom floor is also where a finished organ is completely erected and tested. Dave noted that the instrument 
for First Baptist Church was so large they could not put it all together at the same time. There is also space to 
stage organ parts for eventual shipment to the customer. Parts of the First Baptist instrument were awaiting 
transit as were parts for two other organs. Years ago Austin used to ship finished instruments to their customer 
by railcar! 
  
This is just the tip of the iceberg in terms of what is in the factory. If you are interested in seeing more the 
Austin web page at http://www.austinorgans.com has lots of photos and a detailed history of the company. 
Tours of the factory can be arranged by calling the office in advance. By viewing the web page or seeing for 
yourself in person, you'll understand why Austin is highly regarded for their product's durability and has been 
successful in staying in business for so long. 
  
My thanks to Austin employees Dave Secour and Adam Rodi for their hospitality and information about the 
company.  
  



 

 

Scholarship Applications 

 
The objective of the Columbus Chapter Scholarship Program is to encourage organ students in 
their educational process. There is no age limit for award recipients. Candidates are eligible if 
they are recommended by an AGO Columbus Chapter member, who is required to submit a 
recommendation form. The scholarships are intended to 
support attendance at programs that supplement the chosen course of study. Examples include 
AGO Pipe Organ Encounters, AGO national or regional conventions, or similar events. 
 
The total amount of scholarship funds dispersed in any given year will be at the discretion of the Columbus 
Chapter Executive Board. Generally, this amount will not exceed the amount of interest received on the principal 
of the scholarship reserved funds. Scholarship awards will be determined by the Executive Board, or delegated 
to a committee. One, multiple, or no scholarships may be awarded in any given year. 
  
The application and recommendation forms are available at agocolumbus.org under 'Chapter Resources' or by 
following the links below.  
  
The application form may be accessed by clicking HERE. 
The recommendation letter form may be accessed by clicking HERE. 
  

 

Concert Co-Sponsorship 

The Executive Committee is accepting requests for co-sponsorships for the 2013-14 program 
year. To qualify for consideration, an institution must demonstrate the following: 

• Where multiple paid organist/director positions exist, at least two of the persons holding 
such positions have been members of the chapter for the year preceding the year of the 
proposal and are renewed members for the year of the proposal. In the case of churches, 
this may be one person if the positions are combined. For colleges or universities, this requirement shall 
be for two members of the institution's faculty. 

• For two previous consecutive program years and the one for which the co-sponsorship applies, the 
institution will have hosted or be under contract to host at least two events featuring nationally or 
internationally acclaimed individual artists or groups. 

Please forward requests with details of the proposed program and a statement describing how your organization 
meets the requirements for consideration to: 

John Schuder  
781 Windward Lane 
Gahanna, OH 43230  
jfs4wd@sbcglobal.net  



   
The deadline for co-sponsorship requests is June 15, 2013. The Executive Committee will make co-sponsorship 
decisions by August 15. 
  

 

Guilder Submissions 

 
Submissions for the next edition of The Guilder are due by May 15th. Please e-mail them to 
guilder@agocolumbus.org. 
  

  
   

   


