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5. 

The December issue will be 

published on or by November 

15 and will include concert 

dates from November 16 to 

January 15. Please send 

submissions to: 

guilder@agocolumbus.org 

In addition, you are invited to 

submit events to the on-line 

calendar.  

Tribute to the Columbus AGO 
 
In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the Columbus Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists, the Saint Joseph Cathedral Choir will present 
a program on Friday, October 19, at 7:30 p.m. Richard K. Fitzgerald will 
conduct, and Nicole Simental and David Crean will serve as organists. 
There will be approximately thirty singers for the following expected con-
cert: 

“Sing We Merrily” by Sidney Campbell 
“Requiem,” Op. 9, by Maurice Duruflé 

“Messe Solennelle,” Op. 16, by Louis Vierne 
“Alleluia” by Randall Thompson 

“Rhosymedre” from “Three Preludes on Welsh Hymns” 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams 

“The Old Hundredth Psalm Tune “ by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 
St. Joseph’s is located at 212 East Broad Street, Columbus 43215. A con-
tribution from AGO members is not required, although members may 
make a donation, if they wish. 
 
Mark your calendars also for the 100th anniversary concert at First Congre-
gational on November 18; more to follow in the next issue.   

Find us: 
Columbus Chapter AGO 

mailto:guilder@agocolumbus.org
http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/calendar#year=2018&month=1&day=14&view=month
http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/calendar#year=2018&month=1&day=14&view=month
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Chapter-AGO/109461995763833
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Chapter-AGO/109461995763833
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Executive Committee 

Class of 2019 

Kathie Bracy 

Jason Keefer 

Ron Kenreich 

 

Class of 2020 

Jennifer Kristler 

Tyler Robertson 

Robert Wisniewski 

 

Class of 2021 

Rebecca Abbott 

Clark Becker 

Mari Kay Dono 

The Dean’s Comments 
The Golden-rod is yellow;  
 The corn is turning brown; 

   And trees in apple orchards  
     With fruit are bending down. 

 
This first verse of the poem “September” by Helen 
Hunt Jackson (1830-1885) is one that I enjoy reciting 
this time of year. I love the warm afternoons and cool 
evenings, as well as low humidity and clear skies. 
Hopefully we will have some of those days this 
autumn. 
 
I would like to thank AGO membership registrar Stan 

Osborn and printer Tim Wilson for another excellent Columbus Chapter AGO 
membership directory. If there is any updating needed, please contact Stan 
Osborn at StanOsborn@earthlink.net. 
 
A big thank-you goes to Chaplain Rev. Cynthia Adcock and Al Adcock for the 
creation of the September 17 convocation service. A thank-you goes to director 
Lauren Grangaard and the All Saints Lutheran Church Chancel Choir for 
participating and singing John Ness Beck’s “Song of Moses,” the anthem 
commissioned for the Columbus Chapter’s 50th anniversary, and “God Be in 
My Head,” composed by Jan Arthur. Five members of All Saints Lutheran 
Church, who are also Columbus Chapter AGO members, participated in the 
convocation service: Hayden Glasgow (prelude), Fran West (scripture reader), 
Martin Williamson (sound system controls), Lauren Grangaard (choir director), 
and Tom Gerke (organist). A catered dinner was enjoyed by the gathering, 
followed by info about the coming program year and used-music exchange. 

Please make a point to attend the Friday, October 19, concert for organ and 
choir at St. Joseph Cathedral. It is one of our 100th anniversary celebration 
events. Be mindful of bringing others who are not likely to attend alone and 
those who would appreciate a ride.   

Please consider joining me in making a contribution to the Columbus Chapter 
AGO 100th anniversary fund by going to agohq.org and contributing by credit 
card on ONCARD, or by sending a check to treasurer Al Adcock at 2480 
Dunstan Drive, Columbus, OH 43235. 

On a personal note, when I moved to Columbus in 1975, I asked Jean Blosser 
for permission to practice on the organ at Ascension Lutheran Church. She 
agreed. A few months later she spoke with me and said “Tom, you really need 
to be a member of the AGO.” I knew of the organization because I was a 
student member when attending Capital University. I would not have pursued 
membership, but Jean knew the importance of reaching out to people who 
should be members, inviting/encouraging them to join, and sharing with them 
the benefits of being a member. I have the feeling there are people out there you 
know who should be members but are waiting for you to reach out to them. 

Best wishes, 
Tom Gerke 
Dean, Columbus Chapter AGO 

Thomas Gerke 

Officers 

Dean 

Thomas Gerke 

tagerke@yahoo.com 

 

Sub-Dean 

Brian Johnson 

tuttiIV@aol.com 

 

Secretary 

Luke Tegtmeier 

Luke.Tegtmeier@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Albert Adcock 

aadcock@columbus.rr.com 

 

Chaplain 

The Rev. Cynthia Adcock 
revcindy@northwestchristian.org 

mailto:StanOsborn@earthlink.net
mailto:tagerke@yahoo.com
mailto:tuttiIV@aol.com
mailto:luke.tegtmeier@gmail.com
mailto:aadcock@columbus.rr.com
mailto:revcindy@northwestchristian.org
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Dean’s Committees 
 

Communications 
Luke Tegtmeier 

Luke.Tegtmeier@gmail.com 
 

Education & Examinations 
Robert Wisniewski 
slw260@gmail.com 

 
Guilder Editor & Publisher 

Rebecca Abbott 
abbottmusiclab@gmail.com 

 
Professional Concerns, 

Placement & Substitutes 
Chad Baker 

bdb49@hotmail.com 
 

Registrar 
Stan Osborn 

stanosborn@earthlink.net 
  

Webmaster 
Anthony Fabro 

anthony.fabro@outlook.com 

AGO Mission Statement 

The mission of the American 
Guild of Organists is to 
enrich lives through organ 
and choral music. 

To achieve this, we:  

 Encourage excellence in 
the performance of organ 
and choral music; 

 Inspire, educate, and offer 
certification for organists 
and choral conductors; 

 Provide networking, 
fellowship, and mutual 
support; 

 Nurture future generations 
of organists; 

 Promote the organ in its 
historic and evolving 
roles; and 

 Engage wider audiences 
with organ and choral 
music. 

Voices from the Past 
 

Collected by Carol Hofer, Janet Linker, Ron Kenreich, and Larry Rhoades  

Prior to our becoming part of the national AGO, an anonymous secretary 
took handwritten minutes. A partial transcription from the above scan fol-
lows: 
 
The Columbus Association of Organists of Columbus Ohio 
 
The Columbus Association of Organists of Columbus Ohio was organized 
Oct. 16th 1916 in the First Congregational Church. Twenty two organists 
responded to an invitation sent out by Mr Rowland W. Durham Organist 
and Choirmaster of the church. 
 
A Constitution was read and adopted, after which the election of officers 
took place. 
 
…. 
 
The meetings to be held the first Tuesday of each month—subject to 
change. 

mailto:luke.tegtmeier@gmail.com
mailto:slw260@gmail.com
mailto:abbottmusiclab@gmail.com
mailto:bdb49@hotmail.com
mailto:stanosborn@earthlink.net
mailto:anthony.fabro@outlook.com
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Convocation Homily 

by Al and Cynthia Adcock 
delivered by Al Adcock on Monday, September 17, 2018 

 
This past Friday I spent about three hours with another person weeding the entire front landscape of our very 
long church on Fishinger Road. When finished, it was time to practice again for yesterday’s services. Sitting 
on the organ bench in dirty clothes, looking to anyone who might come by like somebody the cat dragged in 
and accompanied the entire time by the custodian’s vacuum cleaner, it struck me that colleagues from the Co-
lumbus Ohio Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and others throughout the world were engaged in 
similar preparations in their own places of worship. Perhaps they skipped the yardwork and were dressed more 
appropriately, but they too were blessed to serve in this unique calling of ours. We all have accepted a single 
great commission from above to plan and work together with those we serve with a common purpose that all 
may know God’s love. We strive with our own lips and lives to interpret the music of past and present genera-
tions to everyone in whose presence we play or sing. 
 
2018 is our AGO Chapter’s one hundredth anniversary year. At such a time we ponder our past and our lega-
cy. We appreciate that in 1912 some people got together to brainstorm our creation that became a reality on 
February 4, 1918.  
 
Since then, the promotion of great organ and choral music in this Central Ohio area has been passed down 
through many generations. We have been served by forty-nine deans (many of whom are here tonight), count-
less committees, workshop providers, convention planners, dedicated organists, pianists, choral directors, 
teachers, and concert artists. 
 
Our anniversary theme is Enrich—Engage—Excite. We are the “now” generation to continue this call and leg-
acy and do our part in fulfilling that theme. We are hopeful for our success upon experiencing the talents of a 
person of the next generation during tonight’s prelude. We are expectant of our success guided by the spirit of 
the opening hymn with which I take the slightest liberty in closing. 
 
“How can any praise we offer measure all the thanks we owe? Take our hearts and hands and voices—gifts of 
love we can bestow. Alleluia, alleluia, creating and loving God, to you we play and sing.” 
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Restored Organ at First Presbyterian, Chilicothe 

 
First  Presbyterian Church in Chillicothe is pleased to announce an Organ Re-Dedication Concert and Cele-
bration on Sunday, October 28, beginning at 6 p.m. A reception and refreshments will follow the concert. 
Guest Organist Nicole Simental, Assistant Director of St. Joseph Cathedral in Columbus, will be featured. The 
concert will be free. 
 
The Wicks pipe organ at First Presbyterian Church has been an integral part of congregational worship since 
1958. Time had taken its toll and the various problems in the aging console had become a major source of 
frustration for the organist. Additionally, the tone opening was muffled by dense fabric, and the expression 
shutters did not fully open. 

 
A new console and adjustable bench were constructed 
by the craftsmen at Muller Pipe Organ Company using a 
combination of traditional wood-working methods and 
CNC fabrication. It was designed and finished to harmo-
nize well with the existing woodwork in the sanctuary 
and features mahogany accents. The console and bench 
are placed on a new, moveable platform to allow place-
ment at the center of the chancel for concerts. Other fea-
tures include tracker-touch keyboards, multiple levels of 
combination action, and a MIDI interface. 
 
Acoustically transparent fabric replaced the existing 
dense fabric to allow the pipes to speak more fully into 
the room and improve tuning stability. Original pneu-
matic expression motors were replaced with modern 
electric motors, and now fully open to 90° for increased 
expression. 
 
Lastly, Muller installed a new zimbelstern in memory of 
organist Susan Burke's husband. With these improve-
ments, the organ at First Presbyterian Church is well-
prepared to help lead worship for many generations to 
come. 

Member Notes and Directory Corrections 
 

Mark Plescia would like to extend a sincere thank-you to those who remembered him with greetings and 
cards on his September 23rd birthday. He is at 1826 Pacer Ct., Circleville, OH 43113. 
 
Larry Rhoades’ address in Punta Gorda, Florida, is seasonal. His primary address is 77 Bishop Drive, 
Westerville, OH 43081. The directory phone number for Ohio is correct. 
 
For Robert Wisniewski, please delete work and home numbers, and instead use his cell: (614) 562-3562. 
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Concerts and Other Events 
 

The Columbus Chapter’s on-line calendar may be found here. 
 
Tribute to the Columbus AGO 
Friday, October 19, 7:30 p.m. 
St. Joseph Cathedral 
212 East Broad Street, Columbus 43215 
www.saintjosephcathedral.org 
In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the Columbus Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, the Saint Joseph 
Cathedral Choir will present a program featuring Duruflé’s “Requiem” (Op. 9) and Vierne’s “Messe solennelle” (Op. 
16). Dr. Richard K. Fitzgerald, conductor; Miss Nicole Simental and Dr. David Crean, organists. 
 
“The World’s Youngest Solo Musician” 
Sunday, October 21, 3:00 p.m. 
Secrest Auditorium 
334 Shinnick Street, Zanesville, 43701 
www.zanesvilleconcertassociation.com 
Seventeen-year-old Global Music Sensation, "The World's Youngest Solo Musician" Ethan Bortnick performs as the 
opening artist on the Zanesville Concert Association's 80th Season. See above link for tickets and season memberships. 
 
“The Architect” 
Sunday, October 28, 2:00 pm 
Northwest Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
1340 Fishinger Road, Columbus 43221 
office@northwestchristian.org 
The Dublin Silver Band (Tim Jameson, Director) will present a creative program titled “The Architect.”  During a life-
time, each person contemplates the same burning questions: “Who am I? Why am I here? What is my purpose in life? 
Where am I going?” Through personal trials and tribulations, every one of us eventually comes to accept that the work in 
life never changes. We are each the architect of our own future. The second half of the program will feature an eclectic 
mix of traditional and sacred selections. 
 
Organ Re-Dedication Concert and Celebration 
Sunday, October 28, 6 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church 
13 Mead Drive, Chillicothe 45601 
Guest organist Nicole Simental, Assistant Director of St. Joseph Cathedral in Columbus, will be featured. Reception and 
refreshments to follow. The concert is free. 

February Fanfare Scheduled 
 

The February Fanfare is scheduled for Saturday, February 16, 2019, 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Upper Ar-
lington. You will have the opportunity to choose from several work-
shops and to enjoy browsing a variety of vendor displays. Workshop 
content will target organists, cantors, and choral directors. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to introduce others to our chapter, so we 
hope you will plan to attend and bring a guest with you. The registration 
fee of $20 for members and $45 for non-members includes lunch and 
your workshop materials. Details about the various workshops will be 
introduced in a future Guilder.  

http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/calendar#year=2018&month=1&day=14&view=month
http://www.saintjosephcathedral.org
http://www.zanesvilleconcertassociation.com
mailto:office@northwestchristian.org


First Thursday Noontime Recital Series  
Thursday, November 1, 12:15-12:45 p.m.  
Asbury United Methodist Church  
55 W. Lincoln Avenue, Delaware 43015  
Please join us as we welcome Heather Orvek as our November recitalist. Having 
recently received a master’s degree in Organ Performance from Arizona State, 
Heather is currently Organist at Riverside UMC in Upper Arlington. As always, 
tables will be set and beverages provided for those who wish to enjoy lunch during 
the recital. There is no admission charge. 
 
All Saints Choral Evensong 
Friday, November 2, 8 p.m. (7:30 p.m. Prelude) 
Gloria Dei Worship Center 
Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University 
2199 East Main Street, Columbus 43209 
www.capital.edu/trinity 
Trinity’s 50-voice choir, soloists, and chamber orchestra will present Mozart’s 
“Requiem” within the service of Evening Prayer. The prelude will include a 
wide variety of musical offerings, including works by J.S. Bach, Eugène Ysaÿe, and 
more. Director May Schwarz; organist Carol Ann Bradley; soloists Laura Portune, 
Carolyn Redman, C. Andrew Blosser, and Thomas Petrushka. Free parking, freewill 
offering. 
 
Otterbein String Ensemble 
Sunday, November 4, 4:00 p.m. 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
5475 Brand Rd, Dublin 43017 
614-766-6377 
Princeofpeacedublin.org 
Enjoy the lush sonorities of the Otterbein String Orchestra as they present a pro-
gram of Scandinavian music in the marvelous acoustics at Prince of Peace. 
 
Choral Evensong for All Saint's Day 
Sunday, November 4, 4 p.m. 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church 
2151 Dorset Rd., Columbus 43221 
The St. Mark's choir sings a service of choral Evensong featuring responses by 
Shephard, canticles by Sumsion and anthems by Victoria and Bainton. Matthew 
Bester, conductor; Tyler W. Robertson, organist. 
 
Organ Concert 
Sunday, November 4, 4 p.m. 
First United Methodist Church 
52 N. Main Street, London 43140 
Organist Michael Schreffler will present a program featuring works of Max Re-
ger, Jean Langlais, Clarence Mader, and J.S. Bach, among others. The church is 
blessed with a fine pipe organ which retains its original 1894 Johnson & Son pipe-
work, having been expanded in recent years to its current twenty-eight ranks by the 
Muller firm. 
 
Organ Concert 
Tuesday, November 6, 12:15 PM 
First Congregational Church 
444 East Broad Street, Columbus 43215 
concertsatfirstchurch.org/tuesdays/ 
Organist G. Dene Barnard serves as Organist Choirmaster Emeritus of First Church. 
Lunch is available in the Parish Hall following the thirty-minute concert. 
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Please follow this link 
to listen to Pipedreams 
from American Public 
Media. 

http://www.capital.edu/trinity
https://maps.google.com/?q=5475+Brand+Rd+%0D%0A%0D%0A+Dublin,+OH+43017&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=5475+Brand+Rd+%0D%0A%0D%0A+Dublin,+OH+43017&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.princeofpeacedublin.org
http://concertsatfirstchurch.org/tuesdays/
pipedreams.publicradio.org
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Organ Concert 
Sunday, November 11, 3:00 p.m. 
St. Joseph Cathedral 
212 East Broad Street, Columbus 43215 
www.saintjosephcathedral.org 
Thomas Gaynor, organist. Winner of the first and audience prizes in the 2017 St Albans International Organ Competi-
tion, Thomas recently graduated from the Eastman School of Music with an MM degree and the Performer’s Certificate. 
He is currently pursuing his DMA degree there, as well as the prestigious Artist’s Certificate. 
 
Organ Concert 
Sunday, November 11, 4 p.m. 
Central College Presbyterian Church 
975 S. Sunbury Road, Westerville 43081 
Central College Presbyterian church will present a concert featuring organist Craig Cramer. Dr. Cramer is professor of 
organ at the University of Notre Dame and a recitalist of international renown. The concert is free, but a freewill offering 
will be taken.  Refreshment will be served after the concert. 
 
AGO 100th Anniversary Concert for Organ and Instruments 
Sunday, November 18, 4 p.m. 
First Congregational Church 
444 East Broad Street, Columbus 43215 
www.concertsatfirstchurch.org 
Kevin Jones will direct this program, featuring guest organist Todd Wilson in works for organ, percussion, strings, and 
brass. Todd Wilson is head of the Organ Department at The Cleveland Institute of Music and Curator of the E.M. Skin-
ner pipe organ at Severance Hall in Cleveland; he is also Director of Music at Cleveland's Trinity Cathedral and 
House Organist for the Aeolian organ at the Stan Hywet Home and Gardens in Akron. 
 
29th Annual Zanesville Handbell Festival 
Sunday, November 18, 7 p.m. 
Grace United Methodist Church 
516 Shinnick Street, Zanesville 43701 
www.centraltrinityumc.com 
Local handbell choirs perform individually and together to usher in the holiday season for the community. A freewill 
offering is taken to cover concert expenses. The Thursday Music Club is the sponsor.  

http://www.saintjosephcathedral.org
http://www.concertsatfirstchurch.org
http://www.centraltrinityumc.com/

