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The mission of the American Guild of Organists is to enrich lives through organ and choral music.

February Fanfare Scheduled
Your February Fanfare committee wants to be sure that you mark your
calendars for the first event of 2019. February Fanfare is scheduled for
Saturday, February 16, 2019, fr om 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at St. Mar k’s
Episcopal Church in Upper Arlington. You will have the opportunity to
choose from several workshops and to enjoy browsing a variety of vendor displays. Workshop content will target organists, cantors, and choral
directors.
This is a wonderful opportunity to introduce others to our chapter, so we
hope you will plan to attend and bring a guest with you. The registration
fee of $20 for members and $45 for non-members includes lunch and
your workshop materials. Details about the various workshops will be
introduced in your next Guilder.
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Submissions for the next
Guilder are due by October 5.

Composers Mary Kay Beall and John Carter have decided to move to a
retirement community in Columbus and are working on downsizing.
They have multiple copies of many of their anthems and have decided
to make them available at $5 for 25-30 copies.

The November issue will be
published on or by October 15
and will include concert dates
from October 16 to November
31. Please send submissions to:
guilder@agocolumbus.org

Interested AGO members or their music colleagues may call to set up a
time to come by. John also has copies of his piano collections which he
will make available for $2 each.

In addition, you are invited to
submit events to the on-line
calendar.

Beall / Carter Sheet Music

Editor’s Note: At publication, we had not yet received a response from
John Carter granting permission to publish his phone number. Please
consult your directory for his most current information.
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The Dean’s Comments
The schools are back in session, choirs are again
rehearsing, and we are looking forward to beautiful
autumn days. Not all news, though, is happy. The
August 23 Boston Globe newspaper reported that five
former students of James David Christie had filed a
complaint against him with the administration of the
College of the Holy Cross, Wooster, Massachusetts.
We offer our concern for all involved in this matter.
James David Christie resigned from the institutions
with which he was involved, including the Phillip
Truckenbrod Concert Artists agency. The Columbus
Thomas Gerke
Chapter 100th Anniversary Planning Committee
decided that a change in the performer for our
November 18 program was necessary. Through the efforts of Al Adcock, Kevin
Jones, the Truckenbrod agency, and the Karen McFarlane agency, Todd Wilson
will be the organist for the November 18 concert for organ and instruments.
This issue of the Guilder will likely reach you before the chapter’s first event of
the 2018-2019 program year: the Convocation, catered dinner, and used music
give-away. Chaplain Cynthia Adcock has prepared a short service of
convocation for us to renew our commitment of service and to give thanks. We
look forward to seeing you then.
The 100th anniversary celebration continues with the concert for organ and
choir, October 19, 7:30 p.m., at St. Joseph Catholic Cathedral, featuring Richard
Fitzgerald and the Cathedral Choir with organists Nicole Simental and David
Crean. Please spread the word, plan to be there, and bring your friends and
family. Admission is free.
I would like to take this opportunity to give an extra expression of appreciation
to the leaders of the dean’s committees. They do a lot of work and do it well.
Luke Tegtmeier is secretary to the chapter’s executive committee, and also
keeps the members informed between issues of the Guilder with e-mails. He and
Tyler Robertson keep the chapter’s Facebook page current. Robert Wisniewski
proctors the guild exams, and at our 2019 February Fanfare program he will
advise people on exam preparation. Rebecca Abbott edits and prepares the
Guilder for regular publication. If anyone has an article, please submit it to
Rebecca. Chad Baker oversees Professional concerns, Placement, and
Substitutes. Much of this takes place in the “Classifieds” section of the chapter’s
website. Stan Osborn is the chapter’s registrar, keeping track of the chapter’s
membership list. Stan also prepares the info for the annual directory. Anthony
Fabro is the chapter’s website editor, posting the Guilder and executive
committee minutes, maintaining the archives, and assisting members in posting
info. Please take the initiative to thank these people for their fine work.
Please encourage organists who are under 30 to contact treasurer Al Adcock at
aadcock@columbus.rr.com to obtain free AGO membership provided by the
Columbus Chapter. Also, I encourage members to consider joining me in
making a contribution to the 100th anniversary fund. Please make the
contribution by credit card on the agohq.org website on ONCARD or send a
check to treasurer Al Adcock, 2480 Dunstan Dr., Columbus, OH 43235-1880.
Best wishes,
Tom Gerke
Dean, Columbus Chapter AGO
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AGO Mission Statement
The mission of the American
Guild of Organists is to
enrich lives through organ
and choral music.
To achieve this, we:


Encourage excellence in
the performance of organ
and choral music;



Inspire, educate, and offer
certification for organists
and choral conductors;



Provide networking,
fellowship, and mutual
support;



Nurture future generations
of organists;



Promote the organ in its
historic and evolving
roles; and



Engage wider audiences
with organ and choral
music.

Internal Audit Conducted
August 28, 2018
To Dean Gerke,
Ron Kenreich and I conducted an internal audit for the Columbus Chapter
of the AGO on August 28. We checked all of the bank statements for the
past fiscal year. We spot-checked invoices and deposits. We found everything in order.
Treasurer Al Adcock has done an exemplary job in keeping the AGO's financial house in order. He deserves many thanks for his service to the chapter.
Sincerely,
Mark Meuser

Voices from the Past

Collected by Carol Hofer, Janet Linker, Ron Kenreich, and Larry Rhoades
Below please find a copy of a postcard received by Monseigneur Thomas
Gallen, stamped on the other side but without a postmark to identify the
date. Some previous generation also found this amusing, because it ran once
before in the Guilder under the heading: “Historical Notes: The Guild
showed a sense of humor!!”
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Playing the Organ at the National Cathedral of Costa Rica
by Mark Meuser

I recently had the privilege of spending four weeks in San Jose, Costa Rica, teaching English. I lived
with a host family and taught in a trade school which specialized in preparing students to work in the tourist
industry. Although most of my days were spent teaching, I did have opportunities to explore San Jose and discovered many lovely parks, historic buildings, and beautiful churches.
I often attended mass at the National Cathedral, which had a large pipe organ in the rear balcony. I was
puzzled that they never used what appeared to be a magnificent instrument. Instead, they accompanied the
mass with an electronic organ located in the front. The organist not only played but also led the singing with
the aid of a microphone strategically positioned at the keyboards.
After one service, with my limited Spanish I asked the organist about the big pipe organ, but he simply
said that they didn’t use it very much. It was only after I attended a Saturday service conducted in English that
I had any hope of learning more about the organ. The priest who led the service was from Kenya and spoke
with a beautiful British accent. When I greeted him after the service and told him I was an organist, he suggested I speak to the rector of the cathedral the following week.
As instructed, I returned the following week and found a small door in the alley behind the cathedral.
The door was open, so I went in and climbed a short stairway to the office of the church secretary. Inside was
an unsmiling woman behind a huge desk. In my best Spanish, I
told her of my conversation with the English-speaking priest and
his suggestion that I speak to the rector. To my surprise, she said I
could speak with him at the end of the service, which was about to
begin. She told me to come back in an hour.
When I returned an hour later to the alley door, it was
closed and locked. I noticed an intercom button next to the door.
After I pushed it twice, a voice asked, “Sí?” I said, “Soy el organista.” A loud click told me that the door had been unlocked, and I
went in. The secretary told me that the rector would speak with me
and pointed to a hallway which led to the sanctuary. At the end of
the hall, under a grand
arch, stood the rector,
clad in cream and gold
priestly vestments.
Feeling more than a little nervous, I began my rehearsed
speech in Spanish. The priest was very kind, though, and asked if I
would like to play the organ. I told him that I would. He said in
Spanish, “Tomorrow at noon.”
That evening, I e-mailed my cooperating teacher and asked
her if I could take a long lunch to play the organ at the cathedral. Of
course, she said yes. I also asked her to see if Michael, one of my
students, could go with me. I thought of him because he played the
piano and would probably enjoy seeing the pipe organ. He could
also translate if my Spanish faltered.
So the next day Michael and I left the school at 11:30 and
headed for the cathedral. It was a fifteen-minute walk, and we arrived well before noon. So we simply went into the sanctuary, sat
down, and waited for the service to end. Michael had never been in
the cathedral before and was awestruck by its grandeur. I silently
pointed to the rear of the church where the exposed pipes of the organ were visible, and his jaw actually dropped open. Even within the
gilded interior of the cathedral, it was an impressive sight.
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The service concluded, and we waited in a short line of people who wanted to speak to the rector.
When I greeted him, he remembered me and called to a custodian dressed in a blue smock who was nearby.
He gave the custodian some instructions in brisk Spanish and then headed back to his office while the custodian, Michael, and I headed for the rear of the church. I asked Michael what the rector had said. “He said you
could play three pieces,” said Michael.
In the darkened northwest corner of the sanctuary was a closed door. The janitor unlocked it, and we
proceeded into a dimly lit room. To my surprise, we were greeted by another man in a blue smock. I don’t
know if this man was a guard or why he was locked in this room. The bell towers were close by, and since
they rang with an elaborate peal every hour, I thought he might be the bell ringer. Thoughts of Quasimodo flitted through my head, but only briefly because we were quickly heading
up a narrow circular staircase in a corner of the room.
At the top of the stairs, we emerged from the dim light of the staircase into the even darker balcony. Slowly adjusting to the darkness, we
made our way to the organ console. As I got out some music I had
brought and sat on the bench, the custodian found the power switch and
turned on the organ. The music stand light came on automatically, and I
was greeted by the sight of an ancient console. Though electrified, it was
obviously the original console which was installed in 1891 by the Pierre
Schyven Company, a Belgian organ firm. There were no pistons, so of
course all the draw knobs had to be pulled by hand. I found the pedal light
switch, which impressed the custodian, who didn’t know that such a
switch existed. Unfortunately, the pedal light briefly flickered and then
died.
Feeling pressured by my three-piece limit, I bypassed any experimenting with what sounds the various draw knobs might produce. I pulled
out several that I thought would work on my first piece, a Bach prelude
and fugue. The sound was quiet and a little tinny, but not unpleasant. The
Bach piece, however, needed a bit more gusto. So I pulled another draw knob. Nothing happened. I pulled another. Nothing. So I pulled several more. Suddenly, I seemed to be in a different key! These louder pipes
(probably reeds) were quite a bit sharper than the quiet ones.
I fumbled with the draw knobs trying to restore some harmony. I didn’t want to stop because I thought
the custodian might think I had moved on to the second piece. So I quickly moved without pause to the fugue
and managed to get through it without too many out-of-tune pipes, yet not with a lot of inspiration either. The
other two pieces didn’t fare much better. At the end of the third piece, I pushed in all of the draw knobs and
gathered my music. The custodian turned off the power, and the three of us made our way downstairs. I
thanked both custodians and headed back to the front of the sanctuary. Thinking that the rector may have heard
some of the music that I struggled to play, I was not anxious to see him again. However, I knew that I must try
to find him and thank him for allowing me to play the organ.
Michael and I walked to the back alley door, which was open. I went up to the secretary’s office and
asked her to thank the rector for me. She smiled and said that he was in his office just across the hall. His door
was open, so I knocked and popped my head in. He seemed genuinely pleased that I had stopped back and was
far less intimidating without his clerical vestments. I thanked him, but I also asked about the tuning and repair
of the organ. He told me that there were no pipe organ companies in Costa Rica. They used a German firm but
could only afford to have the organ serviced and tuned once every ten years.
I was shocked but now understood why the organ was not at its best. I told him about the many organ
technicians in Columbus and asked about the possibility of them working on the organ. He said that if anyone
would come to help them, the doors of the cathedral would be open to them. Unfortunately, they do not have
additional funds to pay for additional service. So the organ will probably continue to deteriorate.
Michael and I left the cathedral. He seemed as pleased as I was with the outcome of the trip. I had
promised to buy him lunch, so he led me to an out-of-the-way lunch counter where we each got a heaping
plate of delicious Costa Rican food. As we ate and chatted, I realized how lucky I had been to be able to play
the organ, even though it was out of tune and not completely functional. I could only hope that it might eventually get the attention it deserved.
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Concerts and Other Events
The Columbus Chapter’s on-line calendar may be found here.
Convocation, Community Meal, and Used Music Give-Away
Monday, September 17, 6:30 p.m.
All Saints Lutheran Church
6770 North High Street, Worthington 43085
Convocation of AGO Columbus Chapter, followed by catered meal. Cost of meal is $15.
“An Untrained Voice: The Early Reformation in the Parish Church”
Monday, September 17, 7:00 p.m.
Kenyon College, Bemis Music Room, Peirce Hall
Gambier 43022
Dr. Rebecca Abbott will be presenting on the expectations for congregational song in the early German Lutheran churches. The exchange of Latin for German in services, as well as congregational participation, was very inconsistent and regionally based for over two hundred years following the Reformation. The presentation is free and open to the public.
Attendees are encouraged to arrive early, dress for the weather, and park at the Kenyon Athletic Center down the hill,
due to heavy construction on Kenyon’s campus.
James E. Bobb, Organ Recital
Friday, September 21, 7:30 p.m. (please note corrected time)
Capital University, Mees Hall
1 College and Main, Columbus 43209
Capital University invites you to join us for an evening of music with James Bobb as we commence our celebration of
100 years of music at Capital. Bobb is currently Associate Professor of Music and Cantor to the Student Congregation at
St. Olaf College. No stranger to Columbus, he is the former Minister of Music at First Congregational Church and a
Capital alum and former faculty member. This is the first concert in a newly endowed organ series at Capital. Information regarding the endowment and how contributions may be offered will be available at the concert. The
concert is free and open to the public, thanks to our generous donors. Please contact Chad Baker, Adjunct Professor of
Organ, for more information: cbaker@capital.edu or (614)236-6736.
Organ and Brass
Sunday, September 23, 3:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Cathedral
212 East Broad Street, Columbus 43215
www.saintjosephcathedral.org
The Cathedral Brass joins Dr. Richard K. Fitzgerald, conductor, and Miss Nicole Simental, organist, for a presentation
of music for organ and brass. The program will feature cori spezzati, a late Renaissance and early Baroque era practice
involving spatially separate choirs playing in alternation. Music of Gabrieli, Litaize, Arnatt, and Bach, among others,
and new works by Tony Zilincik and Richard K. Fitzgerald will be played.
Scioto Valley Women’s Chorus
Sunday, September 30, 4:00 p.m.
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
5475 Brand Rd, Dublin 43017
Princeofpeacedublin.org
The Scioto Valley Chorus is a group of women who are dedicated to musical excellence in the rich sound of four-part
barbershop harmony. Through teamwork, unity, respect and love they create an atmosphere for growth and personal involvement, while maintaining a positive attitude, and striving to be the most entertaining, best-singing chorus in the
world.
Monica Czausz Organ Recital
Sunday, September 30, 4:00 p.m.
First Congregational Church
444 E. Broad Street, Columbus 43215
http://concertsatfirstchurch.org/
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Voces Solis, Chamber Choir
Sunday, September 30, 4:30 p.m.
St. John's Episcopal Church
700 High Street, Worthington 43085
www.stjohnsworthington.org/music-series
Western Pennsylvania's premier chamber choir presents The Passing of the Year,
Jonathan Dove's masterwork for double choir, anchoring this program of music for
choir, piano, organ, and flute. In this seven-movement choral cycle, Dove utilizes
the full expressive capability of the piano and human voice to interpret fascinating
and evocative poetry by William Blake, Emily Dickinson, George Peele, Thomas
Nashe, and Alfred Lord Tennyson.
First Thursday Noontime Recital Series
Thursday, October 4, 12:15-12:45 p.m.
Asbury United Methodist Church
55 W. Lincoln Avenue, Delaware 43015
Please join us as we welcome Luke Tegtmeier as our October recitalist. Luke recently started as Organist at Asbury UMC, and has degrees in Church Music from
Valparaiso University and Luther Seminary. As always, tables will be set and beverages provided for those who wish to enjoy lunch during the recital. There is no admission charge.
Organ Recital
Sunday, October 7, 3:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
234 N. High Street, Hillsboro 45133
http://www.masmhillsboro.weebly.com
Organ Recital performed by Jim McLaughlin, Artist-in-Residence at Zanesville
Central Trinity UMC. This is Mr. McLaughlin’s sixth appearance on the Music at
St. Mary's Concert Series.
Organ Recital
Sunday, October 14, 3:00 p.m.
Central Trinity UMC
62 South Seventh Street, Zanesville 43701
www.centraltrinityumc.com
Organ Recital performed by Jim McLaughlin and friends. Mr. McLaughlin is Artistin-Residence at Central Trinity UMC. This is the twenty-second annual recital since
the rebuilding of the E.M. Skinner by Peebles-Herzog Organ Co.
Tribute to the Columbus AGO
Friday, October 19, 7:30 p.m.
St. Joseph Cathedral
212 East Broad Street, Columbus 43215
www.saintjosephcathedral.org
In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the Columbus Chapter of the American
Guild of Organists, the Saint Joseph Cathedral Choir will present a program featuring Duruflé’s “Requiem” (Op. 9) and Vierne’s “Messe solennelle” (Op. 16). Dr.
Richard K. Fitzgerald, conductor; Miss Nicole Simental and Dr. David Crean, organists.
“The World’s Youngest Solo Musician”
Sunday, October 21, 3:00 p.m.
Secrest Auditorium
334 Shinnick Street, Zanesville, 43701

www.zanesvilleconcertassociation.com
Seventeen-year-old Global Music Sensation, "The World's Youngest Solo Musician" Ethan
Bortnick performs as the opening artist on the Zanesville Concert Association's 80th Season.
See above link for tickets and season memberships.

