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Join us for the first program of the
new season!
Grandview-Marble Cliff Organ Crawl
Saturday, September 10, 9:30 a.m.
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At a Glance
Upcoming Programs...
Organ Crawl
Saturday, Sept.10, 9:30 a.m.
Begins at Trinity United
Methodist Church
Bradley Welch Workshop
on Registration
Saturday, Oct.1, 1:00 p.m.
Bradley Welch Concert
Saturday, Oct.1, 7:30 p.m.
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
The first event of the Columbus Chapter’s 2016-17 program year kicks off
at Trinity United Methodist Church located at 1581 Cambridge Boulevard
(at the corner of Cambridge Boulevard and Fifth Avenue in Marble Cliff).
Other stops on the Crawl include Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and
Boulevard Presbyterian Church, both on Northwest Boulevard. Each stop
will last 30-45 minutes, with 10-15 minutes in between for travel time.
Participants are invited to bring their own music and try out the
instruments. Maps and stop lists will be available at Trinity, and
refreshments will follow the last stop at Boulevard. For more information,
contact Mary Ann Stephens – jstephens18@columbus.rr.com.

Submissions for the next
Guilder are due by
September 6.
The October issue will be
published on September 15
and will include concert dates
from September 15November 1. Please send
submissions to:
guilder@agocolumbus.org.
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The Dean’s Comments
It is a pleasure for me to welcome you to the
upcoming year of activities sponsored by the
Columbus AGO. We have many exciting offerings
which include concerts, presentations, and interactive
workshops. The entire schedule is printed in the new
Membership Directory. It is also on our new and
expanded website at www.agocolumbus.org.
Speaking of our website, we are pleased with its new
capabilities. As with the old website, members are still
able to post items on the bulletin board. Job vacancies,
Mark Meuser
organ studio information, and general professional
announcements are appropriate for this page. We also have a brand new events
calendar. This calendar not only lists AGO events, but also concerts and other
organ and choral events. Churches with concert series are encourage to check
the calendar and submit their concerts dates as soon as possible. In this way,
they can often avoid conflicts and increase awareness of their concerts among
our membership.
At my request, Jim Hildreth wrote an article reporting the concerts and
workshops at the AGO National Convention in Houston, Texas. The convention
took place last May and was a great experience for most attendees. Jim’s report
is both thorough and insightful. Though it is too long to include in the Guilder, a
link to the report is shown in on page three of this issue. Please take a moment
to click on the link and find out the latest in convention news.
The first event in our yearly agenda of activities is an Organ Crawl. The crawl
starts at 9:30 a.m., on Saturday, September 10, at Trinity United Methodist
Church, 1581 Cambridge Blvd., Columbus. We will also visit organs at Holy
Trinity Lutheran and Boulevard Presbyterian Church. Light refreshments will be
provided at the end. Please plan to join us for this fun kick-off to our year of
programing.
I would also encourage you to attend as many events as possible. Your
Executive Board will make every effort to make you feel welcome. We hope
that you will take full advantage of your membership in the chapter.
Many of you are aware that the 100th anniversary of the chapter is coming up in
2018. An Anniversary Committee, chaired by Al Adcock, is busy making plans
for a year of celebration and remembrance. Plans are taking shape, but the
committee still welcomes suggestions from the membership. Please contact Al
or me if you have ideas.
As we gear up for another year of music making, I am excited about the
opportunity to serve you. I look forward to seeing you at AGO events this year.
Please feel free to call or e-mail me with questions or concerns. I will make
every effort to answer e-mails and return phone calls as quickly as possible.
Warmly,
Mark H. Meuser
Dean, Columbus Chapter AGO
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AGO Mission Statement
The mission of the American
Guild of Organists is to
enrich lives through organ
and choral music.
To achieve this, we:


Encourage excellence in
the performance of organ
and choral music;



Inspire, educate, and offer
certification for organists
and choral conductors;



Provide networking,
fellowship, and mutual
support;



Nurture future generations
of organists;



Promote the organ in its
historic and evolving
roles; and



Engage wider audiences
with organ and choral
music.
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Remembering Jean Langlais
As I approached the task of writing
about this icon of the organ world,
French composer and organist Jean
Langlais (1907-1991), as a nonorganist, I could only wonder what
I could say to those who have been
familiar with Langlais and his
music far longer than I have.
Celebrating 2016 as the twentyfifth anniversary of her husband’s
death, his widow, organist MarieJean Langlais at the organ.
Louise Langlais, has written a 320
page monograph, Jean Langlais Remembered, with a Foreword by James
David Christie. She has generously made it available as a gift to us
exclusively through the website of the American Guild of Organists. Jean
Langlais, though blind, enjoyed a spectacular 43 year reign at the console
of the mighty Aristide Cavaillé-Coll organ as titular organist of the
Basilica of Sainte-Clotilde in Paris (1945-1988). This period followed on
the heels of other musical giants of that same title, most notably César
Franck and Langlais’ improvisation teacher and mentor, Charles
Tournemire. It's remarkable that Langlais was able to fulfill his duties
during the last four years of his career at Sainte-Clotilde after suffering a
debilitating stroke. Specifically, the stroke rendered him aphasic (unable to
speak), and Braille alexic (unable to read Braille). Furthermore, it's
amazing that he was still able to play the organ and to compose!
You are no doubt aware that Mme. Langlais will be visiting Columbus for
two days this fall, a rare honor and privilege for us, thanks to the generous
sponsorship of Saint Joseph Cathedral and the efforts of Dr. Richard K.
Fitzgerald, Director of Music and Organist. On Saturday, November 12,
Mme. Langlais will give a lecture presentation on the Sainte-Clotilde
Organ School at 10:30 a.m. preceded by a light breakfast in the Cathedral
Undercroft at 9:30 a.m. At 3:00 p.m. the following day, November 13, she
will give a performance of organ works of Jean Langlais in a joint concert
with the Cathedral Choir. The Choir will present Jean Langlais’ Messe
solennelle and the Cinq motets, including Ubi caritas, which is dedicated
to James David Christie, with Dr. Richard K. Fitzgerald, conductor and
Mr. Robert Wisniewski, organist.
We can thank Dr. Christie, internationally acclaimed recitalist and
Professor of Organ and Chair of the Organ Department at the Oberlin
Conservatory of Music, for arranging to bring Marie-Louise Langlais back
to this country. He writes:
Marie-Louise is replacing me when I am on partial sabbatical in
the fall of 2016 from October 24 through December 5. She will be
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our distinguished visiting professor of organ, a title she held once
before when she came to Oberlin as an interim professor several
years ago. During her time in the USA, she will be presenting three
special Langlais anniversary events in Pittsburgh, Baltimore, and
Columbus on three weekends plus a few run-out concerts around
the country.

Marie-Louise Langlais

Working very hard to keep the memory of Jean Langlais and his music
alive, it is easy to see, as James David Christie points out in his Foreword,
that Mme. Langlais wrote her monograph as a true labor of love.
Beautifully written and meticulously documented, she brings to life the
man and his music as no one else can. The more I got into this book, the
more I felt like Alice in Wonderland, exploring a new and wondrous
world I had not known before. I also found myself experiencing more and
more the joy of Langlais’ many successes and the pain of the
disappointments and injustices he also experienced. This is not to mention
feeling totally awed at all that he accomplished in his lifetime despite his
blindness and other disadvantages he endured. Nothing, not even his
debilitating stroke seven years before his death, could keep him from his
true love: composing.
Incredibly prolific, Jean Langlais the composer was way ahead of his
time, writing in many different styles; yet he was too often misunderstood
and under-appreciated in his own country, many times by those who
should have known better. It was a different story, however, in the United
States, as his many concert tours here revealed. America loved Jean
Langlais, and he loved America, and many American organists
subsequently crossed the ocean to study with the Master. It is no wonder,
then, that Marie-Louise Langlais wanted us to have her beautiful
monograph on this gentle giant and genius of the organ world.

Houston AGO
Convention: A Report

Reading Jean Langlais Remembered and immersing myself in the music
of Jean Langlais this summer has changed me. If you have not read it, I
cannot urge you strongly enough to do so before Mme. Langlais’ visit in
November. You will be glad you did.
Kathie Bracy
July 2016

AGO Board Member Jim
Hildreth has written an
extensive report on the
Houston Convention. It
includes detailed descriptions
of concerts, workshops, and
meetings. Due to the
comprehensive nature of Jim’s
article, it is a little too long to
include in The Guilder.
However, it is available online
by clicking on the link below::
Houston Convention Article

The Cavaillé-Coll organ at Ste.-Clotilde
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Muller Pipe Organ
Company and
St. Paul the Apostle
featured in
September TAO!
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The following poem is by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth L. Lilly, OHN. It was
written for her husband Carter and his mentor Wilbur Held and is printed
with her permission.

Organ Before Concert
SILENT,
Rank upon rank of silver pipes
Glowing in nuanced Light –
Bright, muted, soft, textured
Shadowing in on each other
Curving out and then up, trumpets
Flowing together in visual arias
Of linear beauty –
Metal and wood elegantly wedded
Rank upon rank.

Be sure to pay special
attention to the September
edition of The American
Organist. The featured
instrument is that of St. Paul
the Apostle Catholic Church
in Westerville (John Bryan),
a new instrument built by
Muller Pipe Organ
Company.

2016-17 Directory
Information
John Webb is currently
transitioning into the position
of Registrar for our chapter,
and he is doing a fantastic job
so far. Please be on the
lookout for your chapter
directories sometime in midSeptember.

Row beside row of neat little knobs
To be pulled into fluted tones
Next to a stack of bright stepping keyboards
Light and Dark vessels of nascent melody
With pedaled brown keys fanned below
In a crescendoed arc,
Row beside row.
Line upon line of tiny black notes
On straight little spaces and lines
Scattered in flights of measured intervals
Poised, inviting, expectant promises
Of magnificent cadence and song.
All breathlessly waiting with us –
Staff after staff, Line upon line,
Row beside row, Rank upon rank –
For the Artist to come and bring them to life
And wed them together in glorious
SOUND!

Elizabeth Lilly+ 2010
Interlochen, MI
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Complimentary Student
Memberships
The Columbus Chapter will
sponsor up to ten student
memberships for the 2015-16
program year. It is expected that
the recipients will demonstrate
interest in the work of the AGO
by attending at least two chapter
events and participating in our
annual Student Recital. Students
between the ages of 10 and 24
are welcome to apply. Teachers
may recommend students and
students themselves may apply
by written request to the dean.

AGO Certification
A degree awarded by the
American Guild of Organists
represents an important
achievement for the recipient
and establishes credentials that
are indicative of a specific level
of ability. The five levels of
Certifications are Service
Playing, Colleague, Choir
Master, Associate, and Fellow.
If you are interested in pursuing
certification at any of these
levels, please contact the dean. If
there is sufficient interest, a
workshop will be planned next
season to help prepare
candidates.

Find us:
Columbus Chapter AGO
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Concerts and Other Events
Mozart “Requiem”: The 15th Anniversary of September 11th
Sunday, September 11, 4:00 p.m.
First Congregational Church
444 East Broad Street, Downtown
www.concertsatfirstchurch.org
Features the soloists, choir and orchestra of First Church. Kevin Jones,
conductor. Bach’s D minor Concerto for Harpsichord begins the program. A
freewill offering will be taken.
Karen Peeler and Friends: Songs for a Lifetime
Sunday, September 25, 3:00 p.m.
St. John’s Episcopal Church
700 High Street, Worthington
Karen Peeler is Professor Emeritus of Voice and Pedagogy at The Ohio State
University, where she headed the graduate program in voice pedagogy and was
Director of the Helen Swank Voice Teaching and Research Lab. She has
performed leading roles in opera, operetta, and musical theater throughout the
United States and has concertized widely in the U.S., Austria, and Italy. Dr.
Peeler’s program will feature works by Purcell, Quilter, Schubert, Mahler, Satie,
Montsalvatge, Raum, Hageman, Moore, and Dougherty. She will be joined by a
host of friends, including pianists Barbara Sahr and Rose Zuber; violist Henrietta
Neeley; soprano Marley Nemeth; tenor Michael Hamilton; and narrator Patrick
Woliver.
Thom Miles: Inaugural Recital of the M.P. Rathke, Inc. Opus 8 Organ
Sunday, September 25, 5:00 p.m.
Newtown United Methodist Church
3546 Church Street, Newtown 45244
Thom Miles is the organist at Lakeside Presbyterian Church. He retired in 2015
from his position as Organist/Director of Music at Isaac M. Wise Temple,
Cincinnati, a position he held for 30 years. Thom holds Bachelor of Music and
Master of Music degrees from Colorado State University. He received the
Premier Prix in Organ from the Montreal Conservatory of Music, and did
additional study at the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music.
Major teachers have included Robert Cavarra, Bernard Lagacé and Roberta
Gary.
Organ Registration Workshop with Dr. Bradley Welch
Saturday, October 1, 1:00 p.m.
St. Mark's Episcopal Church
2151 Dorset Road, Upper Arlington
www.saintmarkscolumbus.org
Prior to the evening's dedication concert of the enlarged Casavant organ, Dr.
Bradley Welch will lead a workshop on organ registration, with a focus on choral
anthems and organ literature. Dr. Welch is well known for his sensitive and
creative registration technique. If you would like to take part as a performer, or
just have a particular piece/excerpt you would like Dr. Welch to address, please
contact Tyler W. Robertson (organist@saintmarkscolumbus.org). This workshop
is generously sponsored by the Columbus chapter of the AGO.
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Electronic Organ
Needed
Dear Colleagues,
As some of you may know,
I'm attempting to revive the
organ department. at Wright
State University in Dayton.
Our main obstacle right
now is facilities -- we don't
really have any good
instruments on which the
students can practice. A
studio pipe organ might be
a possibility in the next few
years, but in the short term,
I'm interested in acquiring
at least one electronic
organ. It would need to be
standard AGO spec (no
short princess pedal
boards), but other than that
I'm flexible on vintage,
brand, etc. Ideally I'd like to
avoid those 800 lb. analog
instruments from the 60’s
as well. We could probably
offer up to $1000
depending on condition/
vintage. Alternatively, since
Wright State is a public
institution and a non-profit,
you could also donate it for
a tax write-off. We would
take care of all moving and
transportation.
Please let me know if you
know of anything that
might be available!
All best wishes,
David Crean, DMA
david.crean@gmail.com
(631) 827-5070
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Dedication Concert of the completed Casavant Organ, Op. 3616
Saturday, October 1, 7:30 p.m.
St. Mark's Episcopal Church
2151 Dorset Road, Upper Arlington
www.saintmarkscolumbus.org
The much anticipated completion of the St. Mark's organ will be showcased in a
dedication concert by Dr. Bradley Hunter Welch. Originally II/27 and built in
1987, the organ has been enlarged by Casavant to III/41. While a modest sized
organ, it now features a wealth of foundation stops in manuals and pedal as well
as six different chorus and solo reeds. In addition, a grand hooded Tuba in the
English style crowns the ensemble. The concert is free and open to the public. A
collection will be taken in support of the organ completion fund.
Service of Consecration
Sunday, October 2, 11:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
3220 Columbus Street, Grove City
The new Kegg Pipe Organ and the renovated chancel will be consecrated; choral
music by K. Lee Scott, Austin Lovelace and Craig Phillips
Hector Olivera
Sunday, October 9, 3:00 p.m.
Market Street Presbyterian Church, Lima
http://www.hectorsfriends.com/concerts.htm
Doors open at 2:00 p.m., carillon prelude at 2:30, concert at 3:00 p.m. Seating is
limited to 350 and expected to sell out. Information on ticket pricing and levels,
along with ordering info, can be found at the church website: mspclima.org.
Ticket requests may also be sent to: mspchector@gmail.com or by phone: (419)
227-2691.
James McLaughlin: 20th Annual Organ Recital
Sunday, October 9, 3:00 p.m.
Central Trinity United Methodist Church
62 South Seventh Street, Zanesville
www.centraltrinityumc.com
Assisting artists playing cello, flute, piano. Free and open to the public.
Dedicatory Organ Recital
Sunday, October 16, 4:00 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
3220 Columbus Street, Grove City
Dedicatory recital on the new Kegg Pipe Organ; John F. Schuder, organist;
music of Bach, Walther, Jongen, Guilmant, Karg-Elert, Lang, Linker and
Durufle.
James McLaughlin, organ
Sunday, October 23, 3:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
234 North High Street, Hillsboro
Free and open to the public.
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Positions Available
Concordia Lutheran Church (SW Columbus) — Organist
Concordia Lutheran Church (behind Doctor's West Hospital) is in search of a part– or full-time organist. One
Sunday service with communion at 10:45. a.m. Please contact Diana Schnack at diana.schnack@gmail.com or
614-277-9949 for more specifics about the position and salary.
St. Luke’s Church—Episcopal (Granville) — Organist
St. Luke’s is seeking a part-time Organist. The Organist will be responsible for providing music for regular
Sunday services, special church services including weddings and funerals, occasional accompaniment for
soloists, guest musicians, and music events, in addition to working directly with the Director of Music, the
Choristers (Children’s) Choirmaster, as well as ministerial and other church staff to support and complement
the music ministry of the parish within the Anglican musical heritage and the diverse musical traditions of our
community. Full details on this position can be viewed by clicking here.
Bellbrook Presbyterian Church (Bellbrook) — Accompanist
The Bellbrook Presbyterian Church, located at 72 West Franklin St. in Bellbrook has an immediate opening
and seeks an Accompanist to provide music for our traditional Sunday morning worship services (10AM),
special seasonal services and Wednesday evening choir rehearsals.
The ideal candidate should have at least two years of church music experience or a Bachelor’s Degree in
music. Have knowledge of traditional hymns as well as an enthusiasm for incorporating alternative forms of
music. (contemporary, gospel, etc.) Be proficient in organ (Baldwin electric D-422 with two keyboards, foot
pedals) and piano and collaborate with the Pastor, Choir Director or Worship Team in selecting and providing
music as an integral part of the worship.
This is a part time position, approximately 6-8 hours per week, 52 weeks per year and working with special
music June 1st through August. Salary and vacation based on qualifications/experience. For more information,
please contact Susan Seiler at seilersrm@sbcglobal.nt or 937-848- 2043.

Former Member Update: Jamie Bobb
You have probably seen the name James Bobb in recent TAOs. Jamie is a Capital University graduate and several years
ago returned to Columbus to serve as Minister of Music at First Congregational Church for three years. During that time
he taught organ at Capital. He is now Assistant Professor of Organ and Church Music, Conductor of the St Olaf
Cantorei, and Minister of Music to the Student Congregation at St Olaf College, Northfield, MN, serving as organist for
Sunday morning worship services and for daily chapel. He regularly composes or improvises music for weekly worship
and plays organ and oversees the preparation of music for the six live-streamed chapel services each week.
One of the recent notices in TAO was the St. Olaf Conference on Worship, Theology and the Arts, which was held this
past July at St Olaf College. Jamie was one of the presenters, along with Anton Armstrong and John Ferguson. His
courses included "Playing the Text: Hymn Playing in Various Styles.", and "Composing for Your Congregation".
Jamie is also one of the featured performers at the 2016 EROI (Eastman Rochester Organ Initiative) Festival ,"BREATH
FOR SINGING: The Organ and the Human Voice", at Eastman and in Rochester churches, October 26-28. The opening
evening will be a hymn festival featuring a festival choir comprised of Rochester-area churches, all planned and led by
Jamie Bobb, Aaron David Miller and Peter DuBois.
If you have never heard Jamie play the organ and would like to have a "God-inspired musical pause" in your day, go to
the St Olaf website, Chapel Archives. His improvising is truly amazing and inspiring! I especially enjoy the opening
Student Chapel service on September 1. For this service Jamie composed the Gloria and Agnus Dei and improvised the
postlude on the closing hymn, as well as introductions for hymns in the service, For the Beauty of the Earth, Holy
Manna, The Ash Grove. You will be blessed, and glad you took time to watch this service!
Submitted by Jan Linker

