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September 5. 
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published on September 15 

and will include concert dates 
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November 1.  

Please send submissions to: 

Fall Programs 
   

Todd Wilson, Choral Accompanying Workshop 
Saturday, September 9, 10:00 a.m. 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus 43212  
Regarded across America and around the world as one of today’s finest 
concert organists, Todd Wilson serves as head of the Organ Department 
at The Cleveland Institute of Music, and Director of Music at Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral in Cleveland, Ohio. In addition, he is Curator of the 
E.M. Skinner pipe organ at Severance Hall (home of The Cleveland Or-
chestra), and is House Organist for the Aeolian organ at the Stan Hywet 
Hall & Gardens in Akron, Ohio. Please visit this link for further bio-
graphical information. 
 
 
 
 
Matthew Bickett, Organ Recital 
Sunday, October 8, 4:00 p.m. 
Broad Street United Methodist Church 
501 E. Broad Street, Columbus 43215 
The winner of the Quimby Regional Competition for Young Organists 
for the Great Lakes Region, Matthew Bickett, will play a recital. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeremy Bankson, Improvisation Workshop 
Saturday, October 14, 10:00 a.m. 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
5475 Brand Rd, Dublin 43017 
http://www.princeofpeacedublin.org 
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Executive Committee 

Class of 2018 

Clark Becker 

Janice Sprecher 

Christopher Warner 

Class of 2019 

Kathie Bracy 

Jason Keefer 

Ron Kenreich 

Class of 2020 

Jennifer Kristler 

Tyler Robertson 

Robert Wisniewski 

The Dean’s Comments 
My, how time flies. The yellow school buses on 
the roads signal the return to school, as well as 
the coming program year of the Columbus AGO 
Chapter. I greet you as the new dean of the 
Columbus Chapter and join with you in looking 
forward to the new program year. We as a 
chapter are grateful for the exemplary service 
of past dean Mark Meuser and for his 
leadership and vision. We welcome to the 
executive committee Clark Becker, Jennifer 
Kristler, Tyler Robertson, and Robert 

Wisniewski. We also welcome Luke Tegtmeier as chapter secretary. 
We offer our thanks to those retiring from the executive 
committee—Jim Hildreth, Nancy Renneckar, and Mary Ann 
Stephens—and to Mark Stuart, who served as chapter secretary for 
several years. We appreciate the work of and look forward to 
working with the current leaders of the dean’s committees: Rebecca 
Abbott, Chad Baker, Anthony Fabro, Stan Osborn, Luke Tegtmeier, 
and Robert Wisniewski. They do much of the work of the chapter and 
do it well. 

Congratulations to the Youngstown AGO Chapter for hosting a 
splendid regional convention in July! Several Columbus Chapter 
members attended, and three members played for master classes: 
Michael Cherup, Taylor Hendershott, and Mary Ann Stephens. 
Congratulations to them. 

One lecture I attended at the regional convention was delivered by 
Dr. Craig Cramer, professor of organ at Notre Dame University, South 
Bend, Indiana. Dr. Cramer handed out the stop lists of the organs 
known to J. S. Bach—the organs on which he studied, on which he 
played during his career, and those for which he served as 
consultant. Dr. Cramer’s focus was on the reeds in the pedal division, 
and he offered his thoughts on their use for playing the cantus 
firmus. When the cantus firmus is in the bass range of the singing 
voice, the 16’ reed would be used. The 8’ reed would be used when 
the cantus firmus is in the tenor range, and the 2’ reed is used when 
the cantus firmus is in the soprano. In the organ literature of that 
time, no piece of music is known with the cantus firmus in the alto, so 
no organ had a 4’ reed. One organ had a 1’ reed in the pedal. Dr. 
Cramer surmised that would be used when the manual part was 
played on a 4’ stop and the cantus firmus was in the soprano. The 
presentation was delightful and enlightening. 

Looking ahead at the Columbus Chapter programs this fall we see 
three: Todd Wilson on September 9 demonstrating conducting from 
the console, Great Lakes Regional Quimby contest winner Matt 
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Communications 
Luke Tegtmeier 
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Robert Wisniewski 

slw260@gmail.com 
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Chad Baker 
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Stan Osborn 

stanosborn@earthlink.net  
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Anthony Fabro 

AGO Mission Statement 

The mission of the American 

Guild of Organists is to 

enrich lives through organ 

and choral music. 

To achieve this, we:  

 Encourage excellence in 

the performance of organ 

and choral music; 

 Inspire, educate, and offer 

certification for organists 

and choral conductors; 

 Provide networking, 

fellowship, and mutual 

support; 

 Nurture future generations 

of organists; 

 Promote the organ in its 

historic and evolving 

roles; and 

 Engage wider audiences 

with organ and choral 

music. 

Regional Convention Master Class Report #1 
 

Editor’s Note: This is the first of what we hope will be three reports from the three 

members of the Columbus Chapter who played for master classes at our July 2017 

Regional Convention. 

 

My name is Michael Cherup. I have been taking organ lessons for almost 
ten years, the first eight with Sally Casto at the Asbury Organ Academy 
and currently with Chad Baker at Capital University. I am going into my 
sophomore year of college with a music degree as my goal. This was the 
first time I attended a regional AGO convention. Before this, I did attend 
four pipe organ encounters across the Midwest, but grew too old for 
them. I heard about this convention through the Columbus AGO chapter 
in emails and events. I wanted to go because I wanted to learn 
something new about organ playing, meet new people from the organ 
community, and hear some excellent performers and instruments. The 
Great Lakes convention in Youngstown delivered on my wishes. 
 
What I will remember most about this convention is the wonderful 
people who organized it. The organizer, Adam Zagotti, deserves praise 
for making a great week full of performances and workshops. No 
building, church, or performance hall we went to was not ready, and 
every organ and performer sounded wonderful and fully interested in 
the convention. Everyone who volunteered held out a welcoming hand, 
complimentary food and transportation were offered, and things were 
kept well on schedule. Even though I did not stay in the hotel at which 

Bickett playing a recital on October 8, and Jeremy Bankson presenting a 
program on improvisation on October 14. More about these can be 
found in this newsletter.   

The Columbus Chapter membership directory information will soon be 
sent to the printers. Check to make sure your membership is up-to-date. 
Look around at your fellow organist and choir directors who should be 
members of the guild but are not. A conversation with them, as well as a 
welcoming invitation, is often helpful in their consideration of 
membership. Please become active in inviting others to join the guild. 

The big news is the upcoming Columbus AGO Chapter’s 100th 
anniversary celebration during calendar year 2018. We give a big thank-
you to chair Al Adcock and 100th anniversary committee members Rev. 
Cynthia Adcock, Sally Casto, Carol Hofer, Jason Keefer, Mark Meuser, 
Sara Seidel, and Tom Gerke for their hard work. Their plans for the 
Columbus Chapter for 2018 will be announced soon. 

Warm regards, 
Tom Gerke 
Dean, Columbus Chapter AGO 

mailto:luke.tegtmeier@gmail.com
mailto:slw260@gmail.com
mailto:abbottmusiclab@gmail.com
mailto:bdb49@hotmail.com
mailto:stanosborn@earthlink.net


Find us: 

Columbus Chapter AGO 

Paul Dawson 
3772 Covert Dr. 
Perrysville, OH  44864 
pcdawson@ohio.net 
419-938-6299 
 
Mari Kay Dono 
3251 Mountview Rd.  
Columbus, OH 43221  
dono.marikay@gmail.com 
 
 

the convention was mainly held, I was still welcomed to come to breakfast and Sunday dinner. The staff 
kept the group well informed about what was happening during the busy 4th of July week. My favorite 
places in the convention were the Stambaugh Auditorium, St. Patrick's Catholic Church, and Trinity 
United Methodist Church, where I had my master class. 
 
I was lucky to be a part of this master class. I talked to Adam and he said he needed someone to fill in a 
spot, so I volunteered—easily the best decision I made during the convention. The master class was 
held by Nathan Laube, a professor at the Eastman School of Music. The piece I decided to play was the 
"Little Prelude and Fugue in A Minor," presumably by J.S. Bach. About twenty people were there to 
observe. Laube let me run through the prelude and fugue and then gave me some feedback. His amount 
of knowledge about organ history is outstanding. He went into detail about the style of playing for 
German players during the Baroque era. He helped me improve the opening of the prelude by making 
more swells in intensity, showing when to make the music smoother and what notes needed more 
emphasis. In the fugue, he pointed out an error I made with the many ties in the piece, saying I need to 
make every tie heard so people can hear the suspensions. When the class was over, I asked some 
questions about using 16' stops in a Bach piece. Laube told me to use them unless the piece is soft and/
or manuals only. I would definitely go to another one of his master classes if I had the chance. Maybe I 
would play something more contemporary. 
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Volunteers Requested for Allen Theatre Organ, Dublin, Ohio 
 

The residents of Friendship Village, Dublin, Ohio, would like to hear their organ, an Allen Digital Com-
puter Theatre Organ, Model MDS-317 EX. Volunteer organists could perform one time, once per week, 
once per month, or whatever could be arranged with Beth Baker, Resident Services Director. Playing for 
personal pleasure or simply exploring the organ could also be arranged. 
 
The organ was owned by Tom Hamilton, who played it first in his home and then at Friendship Village. 
Hamilton played theater organ at the Ohio Theater. 
 
Interested organists should contact Beth Baker at Friendship Village of Dublin, 6000 Riverside Dr.,  
Dublin, OH 43017; elizabethb@fvdublin.org; (614) 734-2118. 

Nicole Simental (dual Chapter 
member) 
5397 Bridle Creek Way 
Hilliard, OH 43206 
nicole.simental@gmail.com 
 
Michael Vicario  
5881 Freeman Road   
Westerville, OH 43082  
mrvorganist@yahoo.com  

New Members Directory Additions 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Chapter-AGO/109461995763833
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Chapter-AGO/109461995763833
mailto:elizabethb@fvdublin.org


Voices from the Past 
 
The Historical Sub-Committee of the 100th Anniversary Committee—Tom Gerke, Carol Hofer, Ron 
Kenreich, Jan Linker, Nancy Renneckar, and Larry Rhoades—has pored over documents from the 
Columbus Chapter’s early history, including a book of handwritten minutes that begins in 1916 and 
ends in 1932. Over this next year, in preparation for our chapter’s 100th anniversary in 2018, they 
would like to share snippets of our past. 
 
From 1916: 
 
“The Columbus Association of Organists of Columbus Ohio was organized Oct. 16th 1916 in the First 
Congregational Church. Twenty two organists responded to an invitation sent out by Mr. Rowland W. 
Dunham Organist and Choirmaster of the church.” 

 
Unknown author (probably Miss Clara E. Michel, Secretary), Central Ohio Chapter of The American Guild 
of Organists minutes 1916-1938, no date, Collection of AGO Columbus Chapter, presently housed at All 
Saints Lutheran Church, Worthington, Ohio, 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From 1928: 
 
“The business session having been concluded, Mr. Brayton Stark of Dennison University, gave an 
interesting and instructive lecture on The European Organ versus The American Organ. 
 
“Mr. Stark was well qualified to speak on this subject, having built an organ in his home. 
 
“Our impression was that, while European organs have fine surroundings and artistic cases, the American 
organ is far superior in tone and mechanical devices.” 

 
Mrs. Clara Strickler, Registrar, Central Ohio Chapter of The American Guild of Organists minutes, 11 
January 1928, Collection of AGO Columbus Chapter, 59-60. 
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From 1945: 
 
“Dean Sebastian then turned the meeting over to Mr. [Emmet] Wilson who conducted a forum (a close of 
evening entertainment) on various styles of interpreting ‘Three Blind Mice’—with Mr. Wilson playing 
accompaniment. 
 
“…Gertrude Schneider led ‘Handel’ demonstration, the Grand Finale Hallelujah Chorus, in its entirety 
which made the rafters ring. 
 
“Three Blind Mice Hallelujah.” 
 

Unknown author (probably Grace T. Edmister, Registrar), Central Ohio Chapter of The American Guild of 
Organists minutes 1945-1952, 15 October 1945, Collection of AGO Columbus Chapter, 8.  
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Concerts and Other Events 

 
The Columbus Chapter’s on-line calendar may be found here. 
 

My Brother’s Keeper 
Sunday, August 27, 4:00 p.m. 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
5475 Brand Rd, Dublin 43017 
http://www.princeofpeacedublin.org 
Celebrate the last days of summer at this concert and ice-cream social featuring the acclaimed bluegrass 
band My Brother’s Keeper. Bring a lawn chair and enjoy this outdoor kick-off to our 2017-2018 Con-
certs at Prince of Peace Series. 
 
Todd Wilson, Choral Accompanying Workshop 
Saturday, September 9, 10:00 a.m. 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
2001 Northwest Blvd, Columbus 43212  
Regarded across America and around the world as one of today’s finest concert organists, Todd Wilson 
serves as head of the Organ Department at The Cleveland Institute of Music, and Director of Music at 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Cleveland, Ohio. In addition, he is Curator of the E.M. Skinner pipe organ 
at Severance Hall (home of The Cleveland Orchestra), and is House Organist for the Aeolian organ at the 
Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens in Akron, Ohio. Please visit this link for further biographical information. 
 
Jonathan Ryan, Organist 
Sunday, September 24, 3:00 p.m. 
Saint Joseph Cathedral 
212 E. Broad Street, Columbus 43215 
Jonathan Ryan is a multi-prize winning organist. Lauded for his strong communicative skills in a variety 
of styles, exceptional use of the instrument's capabilities, and bold programming, he has emerged as one 
of North America’s premier young concert artists.  With a repertoire spanning the 16th- to 21st-
centuries, he has performed at celebrated venues, festivals, and conventions throughout the North 
America and Europe. Mr. Ryan will present the complete Clavier-U bung III of Johann Sebastian Bach. 

http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/calendar#year=2017&month=4&day=11&view=month


UCelli, the Columbus Cello Quartet (Family Concert) 
Sunday, September 24, 3:00 p.m. 
St. John's Episcopal Church 
700 High Street, Worthington 43085 
www.stjohnsworthington.org/music-series 
You and the children in your life are invited to explore the sounds and 
centuries of European music with the most melodious, awesome instru-
ment in the world! UCelli is a quartet of virtuoso cellists that has ap-
peared to enthusiastic sold-out audiences around Columbus. UCelli 
members Pei-An Chao, Mary Davis, Cora Kuyvenhoven, and Wendy Mor-
ton are also members of the Columbus Symphony and ProMusica Cham-
ber Orchestras. Each of these four artists is a cello soloist and chamber 
musician in her own right, bringing a strong musical philosophy and re-
lationship to cello repertoire and pedagogy. The individual artistry and 
the combined chemistry of these four cellists results in an exciting, 
unique, and vibrant concert experience. This concert is especially de-
signed for families with children; nursery care will be available, if need-
ed, for our littlest concertgoers. There is no charge for admission to the 
concert. 
 
First Thursday Noontime Recital Series 
Thursday, October 5, 12:15 to 12:45 pm 
Asbury United Methodist Church 
55 W. Lincoln Avenue, Delaware 43015 
Mr. Robert Wisniewski is welcomed as soloist for the opening recital of 
the 10th season of this popular community recital series. Mr. Wisniewski 
is recently retired from serving as organist at St. Joseph Cathedral. As 
always, tables will be set and beverages provided for those who would 
like to enjoy lunch during the recital. There is no admission charge. As-
bury is handicap accessible from its rear parking lot entrance. 
 
Matthew Bickett 
Sunday, October 8, 4:00 p.m. 
Broad Street United Methodist Church 
501 E. Broad Street, Columbus 43215 
Matt Bickett, from Portsmouth, Ohio, is a fourth year student at Oberlin 
College and Conservatory, where he pursues a Bachelor of Arts in Reli-
gion and a Bachelor of Music in Organ Performance. Matt has recently 
been accepted into Oberlin Conservatory’s accelerated Master’s of Music 
in Historical Performance program, where he will continue his studies in 
harpsichord and organ. He studies organ with Jonathan Moyer, harpsi-
chord with Mark Edwards, composition with Elizabeth Ogonek, and cho-
ral conducting with Gregory Ristow. Alongside his work at Oberlin, Matt 
serves as Director of Music at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Amherst, Ohio, 
where he plays organ for services and directs the choir and handbell 
choir. Representing the Columbus Chapter of the AGO, Matt won first 
prize in the 2017 Great Lakes Regional Competition for Young Organists.  
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Please follow this link to listen 

to Pipedreams from American 

Public Media. 

http://www.stjohnsworthington.org/music-series
pipedreams.publicradio.org

