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The mission of the American Guild of Organists is to enrich lives through organ and choral music.

2021 Chapter Officers and Executive
Committee Nominations
The Executive Committee of the AGO Columbus Chapter has approved the
following nominations. Ballots will be sent out next month. We thank our
nominating committee: Mari Kay Dono, Leonard Napper, and Jennifer Bell.
Candidate for Dean
Brent Nolte serves a Music Department Chair at Ohio Christian University
in Circleville, Ohio, where he teaches music theory, music history, fine arts
appreciation, form and analysis, band, and applied organ. Nolte has also
served as Music Department Chair at Talladega College in Talladega, AL,
where he taught class piano, theory, counterpoint, form and analysis, and
wind ensemble literature. Nolte was also an adjunct brass and organ lesson
instructor at Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN.
He holds a master’s degree in organ performance from Central Michigan
University, and a doctorate in organ performance from the University of
Minnesota, where he attended on a School of Music Fellowship. Nolte presents organ recitals annually throughout the region and also composes for
the organ, with a few hymn partitas available (and others forthcoming) from
Northwestern Publishing House.
Candidate for Subdean
Mari Kay Dono is the Director of Music and Organist at St. James the Less
Catholic Church and Director of Admissions for Sacred Music Institute of
America, LLC, in Columbus, Ohio. Previously, she was a substitute pianist
at St. Agatha Catholic Church and a cantor at several Catholic churches. In
2017, a pivotal year for Mari Kay, she not only started her position at St.
James but also began studying organ with Dr. Jason Keefer and became active as a committee member on the Executive Board for the Columbus
AGO Chapter. Mari Kay is a member of the Cantor Steering Committee for
the National Association of Pastoral Musicians. A lifelong educational buff,
she is presently enrolled in Sacred Music Institute of America’s Director of
Music Certification program and is pursuing a doctoral degree in business
from St. Leo University’s online program. continued on page 5
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Officers

The Dean’s Comments

Dean
Rebecca Abbott
abbottmusiclab@gmail.com

Note: This month Dean's Message consists of an
open letter being sent to AGO National regarding
the removal of "Soli Deo Gloria" from our logo.

Sub-Dean
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jkeefer@pcj.edu
Secretary
Nicholas Fink
NLFink@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Thomas Gerke
tagerke@yahoo.com
Chaplain
James Childs
jmchilds39@gmail.com

Rebecca Abbott

The Executive Committee of the Columbus Chapter
of the AGO would like to protest the unanimous decision of the AGO National Council to remove
“Soli Deo Gloria” from the official logo and to request that the former logo be reinstated with the Latin motto.

According to correspondence received from James
Thomashower and Michael Bedford, the reasons for the removal of the motto were:
1. It is more important to portray the common nickname for our organization, AGO, in our new branding than Latin words in praise of God.
2. This will result in a cleaner logo, more easily transferable to various sizing.

Executive Committee
Class of 2021
Alex Chacon
Jennifer Bell
Mari Kay Dono
Class of 2022
Carol Neff
Anne Saylor
Michael Schreffler
Class of 2023

Brent Nolte
Stephen Trumbull
Leonard Napper

3. The AGO as a business entity does not mention God in our mission, vision, or values statements. Attending to the secular and worldly needs of our
members is our primary focus. We have been codified by the IRS as an educational organization, not a religious one.
4. Focusing on our educational mission rather than any religious commonalities will grow our numbers by including non-religious organists in our membership.
Members of the Executive Committee of the Columbus Chapter respond as
follows:
1. While the nickname AGO certainly should be prominent in our branding,
the Latin words denote both the lineage and the seriousness of the organization. Just as the Harvard University shield still says “Veritas,” so does
“Soli Deo Gloria” connect us to the time when familiarity with Latin denoted
an educated person, and so does it still connote academic rigor. It presents
itself as something hard-earned, something to be taken seriously.
2. The sizing of the logo has not been a serious hindrance in the past and
need not ever be so.
continued on page 3
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The Dean’s Comments continued
3. We were codified by the IRS from the beginning as an educational organization, not a religious one, yet
that did not prevent our founders from choosing a religious motto. The argument that we do not mention God
in our business transactions and therefore should not in our motto is a non sequitur, to use another Latin
phrase.
4. Focusing on our educational mission rather than any religious commonalities will reduce the numbers of
our organization by alienating those members to whom the marriage of religion with musical art is their primary purpose for playing. We know of no religious members who have refused to welcome non-religious
members to AGO events, or have refused to share educational resources, or have tried to bar the non-religious
from becoming members. On the contrary, the religious spirit of much of our membership has resulted in hospitality and generous cooperation.
We add the following:
5. We have become too accustomed to accept the phrase “inclusivity” as a catchall for whatever changes
someone wants to make. “Inclusivity” too often means suppressing that which is “counter, original, spare,
strange.” Suppressing a distinctive motto in favor of a three-letter acronym does not make our organization
inclusive. It makes our organization bland.
6. We don’t want the motto removed. The AGO consists of more than the National Council and its strategic
planning consultants. We the members, who constitute the majority of the AGO, are emotionally connected to
the motto. We ought to be respected.
Thank you for considering this protest and request.
Dean Rebecca Abbott
Sub-Dean Jason Keefer
Executive Committee members Mari Kay Dono, Leonard Napper, Carol Neff, Brent Nolte Anne Saylor, and
Stephen Trumbull
Soli Deo Gloria!
Rebecca Abbott
Dean, Columbus Chapter AGO

ALCM Webinars

Occasionally, we like to make our members aware of other organizations who are offering events of interest.
One such organization is the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians, who offer upcoming webinars on
diverse such as Music Ministry to/for/with Church Membership on April 23 and Congregational Song for the
Post-Covid Church: Singing love of neighbor on May 21. For more information, see https://alcm.org/newsevents/webinars/2021-webinar-series/.

Stan Osborn's Hauptwerk Presentation Well-Attended

Columbus AGO member Stan Osborn's Hauptwerk presentation via Zoom on February 15 was attended by
twenty-three people, including members of other Midwest chapters of the AGO. We are all grateful to Stan
for his efforts in preparing such a thorough introductory video to installing your own Hauptwerk system and
for being available for questions on the 15th. For members who missed the forty-three minute original video,
it will be available through Easter at https://youtu.be/77MW-pY6H04
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2021 Chapter Officers and Executive
Committee Nominations continued
Mari Kay Dono continued
Mari Kay has found her work with the Columbus Chapter to be fulfilling and hopes to continue on the board
as Subdean. Mari Kay's strengths include her keen abilities in marketing and organizational development, excellent communication skills, and strong writing abilities. She was a key player in organizing the February
Fanfare program in 2019. Her personal interests include dogs, traveling, and wine tasting.
Candidate for Treasurer
Mark Meuser is a retired mathematics teacher. He has served as organist at Peace Lutheran Church and St.
Luke Lutheran Church, both in Gahanna. He is currently the organist at Central College Presbyterian Church
in Westerville. As an undergrad, he studied organ at Capital University. After retirement, he took music theory classes at Otterbein University. Mark has also served several terms on the AGO Executive Board and was
Dean of the Chapter from 2015 to 2017.
Vote for three of the following candidates for the general committee openings.
Gabrielle Adams serves as Director of Music at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church in Logan, Ohio. She
previously filled in as Organist at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Somerset, Ohio, while also assisting at St.
Francis De Sales Catholic Church in Newark, Ohio. From 2016 to 2018 she was Director of Music at St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church in Zanesville, Ohio. While working in Zanesville she received and seized
the opportunity to study with Dr. Jason Keefer at the Pontifical College Josephinum. She subsequently pursued a long passion for music by studying at the Sacred Music Institute of America LLC, where she is presently a student. She looks forward to developing her knowledge and inspiring others to do the same, while
cultivating a sincere and educated appreciation for Sacred Music within the Liturgy.
Dennis Davenport is Professor and Chairperson of the Department of Music at Otterbein University. In addition to administrative work, he teaches theory and musical theatre history, directs the Otterbein Singers, and
co-teaches the Otterbein Vienna travel course. Davenport’s degrees include a B.A. in Music from Princeton
University, a M. Mus. in Choral Conducting from Austin Peay State University in Tennessee, and a D.M.A.
in Composition from the University of Oregon. Davenport serves as Otterbein liaison to the Board of the
Westerville Symphony, and also serves as Director of Music at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church and University Center in Columbus.
Brian Johnson is Organist/Director of Handbells at Broad St. United Methodist Church, in downtown Columbus, Ohio. He has also served other churches in Indiana and Ohio. Brian earned both his Bachelor of Music and Master of Sacred Music degrees from Wittenberg University. Further education included music education studies at Wright State University and Ball State University (Orff certification). He earned his Specialist Diploma in Orff-Schulwerk from the Off Institute, Salzburg, Austria. In addition, he has completed further church music studies at Westminster Choir College. Brian earned his Kodaly certificate from Capital
University. He also completed a second masters degree in school administration from the University of Dayton. He retired as an elementary music specialist from Columbus City Schools.
continued on page 7
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2021 Chapter Officerers and Executive
Committee Nominations continued
Shawn Kenney brings unrivaled passion, boundless energy, and a uniquely diverse skill set to his role as Executive Director at The Jubilee Museum.
Shawn has worked in both leadership and volunteer roles for a variety of nonprofits. He is currently president
of the Green lawn Abbey Preservation Association, where he founded an outdoor silent film series. He founded the marching band at Ohio Dominican while he was a student there. He coached Special Olympics for many
years and was recognized by the President for his volunteer time. Shawn also currently sits on the board of the
Franklinton Historical Society
An accomplished liturgical musician, Shawn has been the Music Director and Organist at Holy Family for the
last decade, but he’s also taught music theory, directed marching bands, restored and installed countless pipe
organs, and accompanied silent films. Shawn studied art, business and music at Ohio Dominican University.
Shawn is the owner and founder of Kenney Pipe Organs and Associates LLC. In his spare time, you might find
him working on the pipe organ installed in his home, or driving his six-year-old son Patrick around in the 1921
Model T Ford he restored as a teenager.
Collin Richardson is currently the vocal music director at Linden-McKinley STEM Academy (Columbus
City Schools) in addition to being the Associate Director accompanist for the Capriccio Youth Choir Ensemble. Prior, he served as University Organist and Assistant Professor in the Department of Music at Hampton
University in Hampton, Virginia where he taught organ, piano, music theory, piano methods and accompanied
the university choral ensembles. A native of Cincinnati, he earned the BA in music at Morehouse College in
Atlanta, MM Degree in Organ Performance from Emory University and the Doctor of Musical Arts Degree in
Organ Performance with additional studies in piano pedagogy from the College-Conservatory of Music at the
University of Cincinnati. He continues to teach organ and piano privately and is active as a liturgical musician
throughout central Ohio. He and his wife Vanessa have a son, Ellington, and are expecting a second in just
over one month.
Collin says, “I look forward to the opportunity to serve the Columbus Chapter of the AGO and contribute to
the already rich, varied musical offerings and programming in Central Ohio.”
Michael Snyder has been a church musician for over 25 years serving in both full-Time and part-Time capacities. Michael is currently the Organist and Choral Director at Gay Street United Methodist Church in Mount
Vernon, Ohio, where he is overseeing the installation of a 3-manual, 40-rank Muller organ utilizing the Holtkamp organ from the Christ Church Cathedral in Cincinnati. Prior to this appointment, Mr. Snyder was the Organist at First United Methodist Church in Lancaster, Organist at Bexley United Methodist, Full-Time Director
of Music at David Lutheran Church, and Full-Time Director of Music at Zion Lutheran Church, Wooster.
These positions have given Michael the opportunity to present and host numerous events including hymn festivals by Donald Busarow and Robert Hobby.
Michael received his education at Kent State University and the University of Akron culminating in a BM of
Organ Performance from the University of Akron where he studied with Lois Ozanich, Frederic Shoettler,
Philip Thompson and Barbara MacGreggor. Mr. Snyder continued his education at the Ohio State University
to pursue a career in Music Education. Michael has taught in public schools for 17 years and is currently a Vocal Music Teacher in Columbus City Schools. Prior to this position, Snyder was at Loudonville High School,
Hilliard City Schools, and Whitehall-Yearling High School where he built highly successful choral programs
that have earned 22 Ohio Music Education Association State Level Superior ratings, numerous invitations to
perform at the Ohio State House, and with several universities including the College of Wooster and Ashland
University. Michael is currently finishing the MMEd program at VanderCook College of Music in Chicago.
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AGO Mission Statement
The mission of the American
Guild of Organists is to
enrich lives through organ
and choral music.
To achieve this, we:
•

•

Encourage excellence in
the performance of organ
and choral music;
Inspire, educate, and offer
certification for organists
and choral conductors;

•

Provide networking,
fellowship, and mutual
support;

•

Nurture future generations
of organists;

•

Promote the organ in its
historic and evolving
roles; and

•

Engage wider audiences
with organ and choral
music.
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Annual Members' Meeting and Game Night

Note: The following article first ran last month. The Executive Committee
would like to invite all Columbus AGO members to respond to Alex Chacon
with their intention of attendance or regrets, prior to April 4, Easter.
The Columbus Chapter is delighted to announce our 2021 Members' Meeting and Game Night.
Who: Open to all current AGO Columbus members and their guests
What: Virtual Game Night bookended by the Members' Meeting
When: Monday, May 10, 6:30 p.m.
Where: Join via Zoom from the comfort and safety of your own home
Why: To vote on our membership issues and experience the joy of play
As a virtual affair, this event will be hosted via multiple Zoom meetings, including a "master" Zoom meeting where all attendees will gather at the beginning and end for elements of our annual Members' Meeting. Between
this, members who RSVP will be split into six- to seven-person Zoom meetings to play virtual games. Although the exact games are yet to be determined, they will involve both online versions of musical games like "Name
That Tune" along with traditional games like "Bingo," "Charades," etc.
Since attendees will participate from their own homes, we will not be
providing any food or beverage. However, in order to help with splitting
members into teams, we are asking that everyone who would like to attend
send an email to alex.chacon2341@gmail.com with their drink preference
from the following list:
- Beer
-Red Wine
- White Wine
- Mixed Drinks
- Sparkling Wine / Sparkling Water / Soda
- Lemonade / Iced Tea
We can't wait to see everyone there!

Music Available

Some free organ music (about four boxes) has been made available to our
chapter. If you are interested, please text Nancy Holloway at (740) 7033786.

Positions Available

The following positions were posted on the chapter’s web site in the last
twelve months. Please see http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/forum/
positions-available for fuller descriptions, as well as for positions posted
longer than twelve months ago.
Pianist/Organist, Trinity United Methodist, Mount Gilead, OH
Organist, Lebanon Presbyterian, Lebanon, OH
Director of Music Ministries, Grace Lutheran, Westerville, OH
Adult Choir/Handbell Director, St. Paul’s ELCA, Newark, OH
Organist/Pianist, Epworth United Methodist Church, Columbus

