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Jazz and the Organ 

The Columbus Chapter is proud to present “Jazz and the Organ,” an on-line 
performance compilation featuring Rhonda Sider Edgington on the pipe or-
gan and Tony Monaco on the Hammond B3. Viewers may watch the ap-
proximately one-and-a-quarter hour concert on their own time anytime be-
tween November 11 and 14 at https://youtu.be/OhNqQTPPerY. 
Then, please join us for a live Q-and-A with the performers on Friday, No-
vember 13, at 7 p.m.: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86199026566?
pwd=STRyS2YzVVJUWEYvVEJIZ0xLbzRaZz09 [Meeting ID: 861 9902 
6566; Passcode: 620781]. 
 
Rhonda Sider Edgington is often commended for her innovative program-
ming, colorful use of registrations, and exciting playing. She spent seven 
years studying, working, and performing in Bremen, Germany, originally 
under a Fulbright scholarship. Edgington has played recitals at venues in the 
U.S. such as St. Thomas Fifth Avenue in New York City, Arizona State 
University, and the Cadet Chapel at West Point, and in Germany on im-
portant historic organs. She has performed at national and regional conven-
tions of the American Guild of Organists and Organ Historical Society, and 
been heard on the radio program Pipedreams. She is an avid collaborative 
musician on organ, piano, and harpsichord, and also plays the carillon. 
Rhonda is the Organist and Assistant Music Director at Hope Church, Or-
gan Instructor at Calvin University, Dean of the Holland American Guild of 
Organists chapter, and maintains an active performing career in the U.S. 
and Europe. 
 
Tony Monaco began his own keyboard life at age eight. When he was 
twelve, his destiny as a jazz organist was sealed when he first heard Jimmy 
Smith. An enthusiastic student, Tony began working in jazz clubs as a teen-
ager in his native Columbus, Ohio, guided by local organ gurus Hank Marr 
and Don Patterson. Four years later, Jimmy Smith invited Tony to come 
play at his club in California, a peak lifetime experience for Tony. In April, 
2000, Tony met fellow jazz organist Joey DeFrancesco, who offered to pro-
duce a debut CD for him. This collaboration resulted in the critically ac-
claimed "Burnin Grooves.” The international success of the recording 
served as the catalyst for regional and national tours. Tony has since re-
leased eight international releases and toured the globe many times.  

Continued on Page 6 
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Executive Committee 

Class of 2021 

Clark Becker 

Jennifer Bell 

Mari Kay Dono 

Class of 2022 

Carol Neff 

Anne Saylor 

Michael Schreffler 

 

Class of 2023 

Brent Nolte  

Stephen Trumbull 

Michael Vicario 

 

The Dean’s Comments 

 
This month, I was considering how to articulate the 
strange experience of participating in recorded ser-
vices and of singing along to the sound of my own 
recorded accompaniment. How do we encourage 
each other in such a strange condition? So, this 
month, instead of reporting on this and that or asking 
you for anything, I'd like to share a poem that came 
out of these reflections. 
 
 
 

 
 
Fitfully gathered, the music starts, 
Tiny notes combining in an ordered sound. 
Here in the silence our troubled hearts 
Summon song to meet it, hallowing this ground. 
 
Longing for presence and finding none, 
Turning knobs for volume is our one recourse. 
Hear too in silence what God has done; 
Every song of ours has from His realm its source. 
 
Sing out the choirs of saints combined, 
Angels joining with the dead in song! 
Whether we sing alone or others find, 
Music fills the earth from heaven’s overflowing throng. 
  

 

Always, 

Rebecca Abbott 

Dean, Columbus Chapter AGO 

Rebecca Abbott 

Officers 

Dean 

Rebecca Abbott 

abbottmusiclab@gmail.com 
 

Sub-Dean 

Jason Keefer 

jkeefer@pcj.edu 
 

Secretary 

Nicholas Fink 

NLFink@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 

Thomas Gerke 

tagerke@yahoo.com 

 

Chaplain 

James Childs 

jmchilds39@gmail.com 
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Dean’s Committees 
 

Communications 
Ryan Boyle 

 ryan@mullerpipeorgan.com  
 

Education & Examinations 
Robert Wisniewski 
slw260@gmail.com 

 
Guilder Editor & Publisher 

Brent Nolte 
bnolte@ohiochristian.edu 

 
Professional Concerns, 

Placement & Substitutes 
Chad Baker 

bdb49@hotmail.com 
 

Registrar 
Stan Osborn 

stanosborn@earthlink.net 
  

Webmaster 
Anthony Fabro 

anthony.fabro@outlook.com 

AGO Mission Statement 

The mission of the American 
Guild of Organists is to 
enrich lives through organ 
and choral music. 

To achieve this, we:  

• Encourage excellence in 
the performance of organ 
and choral music; 

• Inspire, educate, and offer 
certification for organists 
and choral conductors; 

• Provide networking, 
fellowship, and mutual 
support; 

• Nurture future generations 
of organists; 

• Promote the organ in its 
historic and evolving 
roles; and 

• Engage wider audiences 
with organ and choral 
music. 

 

Fred Hofer Obituary 

The AGO Columbus Chapter extends our condolences to AGO Columbus 
member Carol Hofer on the death of her husband, Frederick Hofer. The fol-
lowing is adapted from the Columbus Dispatch, Nov. 1, 2020: 
 
Fred Hofer, of Upper Arlington, died suddenly Oct. 20, 2020, two days be-
fore his 87th birthday. Born in Geneva, NY, in 1933, he graduated from 
Phelps High School. He enlisted in the US Army and studied Russian to be-
come a cryptographer, serving in Germany during the Korean War. He later 
graduated from the University of Denver with a degree in Accounting. From 
Denver he moved to Columbus to work as a computer programmer for Blue 
Cross (later Central Benefits). In 1970, he married Carol Gallwits Kelsey. 
Fred is predeceased by his parents Alvin and Louise Wiederhold Hofer. In 
addition to his wife, he is survived by his daughters, Ginny Fisher (Dan) and 
Emily Van Niman (Christopher); grandchildren, Nathan and Susan Fisher, 
Colin and Claire Van Niman; brothers, Robert (Lucy) of Plattsburgh, NY; 
John (Laura) of Eugene, OR; sister-in-law, Lois Neely of Pittsburgh; nieces, 
nephews, grand-nieces, and grand-nephews. Fred was a long-time member 
of Worthington Presbyterian Church, serving as a choir member and deacon. 
He belonged to the American Philatelic Association, Worthington Stamp 
Club, and ACBL. He will be remembered for his love of family, “punny” 
humor, keen interest in geography, solving word and number puzzles, and 
playing bridge. Due to the pandemic, there was a private memorial service 
on Friday, Nov. 6, 2020. A video recording was made available to the public 
Saturday, Nov. 7 at www.worthingtonpresbyterian.com/funerals.html. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be made in his memory to Worthington Presbyter-
ian Church, NNEMAP (hunger ministry), WOSU, or The Columbus Sym-
phony. 

 

 

Recital by Michael Schreffler 

 
Michael Schreffler will present recitals on November 22 and 29, at 3 p.m., at 
First United Methodist Church, 52 N. Main St., London, OH. The concert is 
being offered twice due to limited seating availability, in order to maintain 
safe distancing within the church's sanctuary.  For those wishing to attend in 
person, it is necessary to sign up for one of the two dates on the homepage of 
the church's website:  www.londonfumc.org.    
 
The programs will also be live-streamed, and may be accessed from the 
website, under the worship tab, live-stream-of-service, and can be found on 
Facebook as well.  Michael's concert will include works of Krebs, Fitzger-
ald, Howells, Vierne, and others. The concerts are free with a suggested do-
nation of $10. For those wishing to attend in person, masks are strongly en-
couraged.  
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mailto:stanosborn@earthlink.net
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http://www.worthingtonpresbyterian.com/funerals.html
http://www.londonfumc.org
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Please follow this link 
to listen to Pipedreams 
from American Public 
Media. 

Jazz and the Organ continued 

Tony also toured and recorded with Pat Martino for over two years.  
In addition to private students, classes and clinics, Tony has produced a 
series of instructional DVDs titled "Playing Jazz Hammond" that have be-
come indispensable for many serious students of the organ. Tony contin-
ues to expand his catalogue using the most up-to-date technologies. He 
developed a system of giving lessons one-on-one online and gives lessons 
to students around the globe. Tony has released eleven international CDs 
with his last release "The Definition of Insanity" on Chicken Coup Rec-
ords January, 2019, featuring Jam, Funk, Vocals, Italian Traditional and 
Latin with his current trio. Tony also began livestream broadcasting and 
has established himself as a leader in “Solo Live” internet programs. See 
all his shows and subscribe at https://www.youtube.com/user/
TonyMonacoFavorites/videos?view_as=subscriber. 

 
AGO Resources 

The American Guild of Organists offers online webinars, workshops, and 
recitals so that members can continue to expand their professional hori-
zons during the pandemic:  https://www.agohq.org/upcoming-ago-
webinars/ 
 
Also, The AGO’s Committee on Continuing Professional Education 
(CCPE), formerly the Committee on Educational Resources (CER), has 
produced teaching materials in both traditional and new media formats. 
Through the years, the emphasis has been on offering content not other-
wise readily available through non-AGO sources. https://www.agohq.org/
online-educational-resources/ 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Simko CD 

Sarah Simko, with a grant from the Theodore Presser Foundation, has re-
leased her first CD recording. Living Voices: Sacred Inspirations, is the 
first volume in a series of three, dedicated to recording solo organ works 
by living women American composers. A track list, links to the compos-
ers’ websites, and purchasing information can be found on her website: 
www.sarahsimko.com. Sarah is a doctoral candidate in organ performance 
at the University of Michigan. 

 
Positions Available 

 The following positions were posted on the chapter’s web site in the last 
twelve months. Please see http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/forum/
positions-available for fuller descriptions, as well as for positions posted 
longer than twelve months ago. 
  
 
Organist/Pianist, Epworth United Methodist Church, Columbus 
Organist, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Newark, OH 

pipedreams.publicradio.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/TonyMonacoFavorites/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/user/TonyMonacoFavorites/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://www.agohq.org/upcoming-ago-webinars/
https://www.agohq.org/upcoming-ago-webinars/
https://www.agohq.org/online-educational-resources/
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http://www.sarahsimko.com
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