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The mission of the American Guild of Organists is to enrich lives through organ and choral music.

Ads for The Guilder
On March 30, the Executive Committee approved the selling of cameraready full- and half-page ads for publication in the Guilder. The next issue,
June 2020, which will be the last issue of the 2019-2020 year, will feature
the first appearance of these ads. The deadlines for ads will be the same as
for articles or concert listings, the 5th of each publication month. The pricing is as follows:
Year-Long (usually, September to June):
Full Page, $100
Half Page, $50

Inside
Dean’s Message ................. 2
Treasurer’s Report……….3
Mark Meuser Update ......... 5
Nomination for Chaplain...6
Church Music during the
COVID-19 Crisis………...6
Positions Available………7

Individual Month:
Full Page, $20
Half Page, $10

The June issue will be
published on or by May 15 and
will include events from May
We are unable to assist in preparing the layout of the ads; the ads do need to 16 to June 31. Please submit
be camera-ready. Please send ads, saved in the JPEG format, to Guilevents to the on-line calendar
der Editor Brent Nolte, bnolte@ohiochristian.edu, with a note about wheth- for publication in future
er you would like year-long or individual month, full or half page. A check
Guilders. Non-calendar
for each ad may be sent to Tom Gerke, AGO Treasurer, 4500 Smokey
submissions may be sent to
Place, Columbus, OH 43230.
guilder@agocolumbus.org.

Find us:
Columbus Chapter

May 2020

Page 2

Officers
Dean
Rebecca Abbott
abbottmusiclab@gmail.com
Sub-Dean
Jason Keefer
jkeefer@pcj.edu
Secretary
Nicholas Fink
nicholas@bunnminnick.com
Treasurer
Thomas Gerke
tagerke@yahoo.com
Chaplain
The Rev. Cynthia Adcock
revcindy@northwestchristian.org

Executive Committee
Class of 2020
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Tyler Robertson
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Clark Becker
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Mari Kay Dono
Class of 2022
Carol Neff
Anne Saylor
Michael Schreffler

The Dean’s Comments
You may have guessed that the Columbus AGO
events are cancelled for the rest of the 2019-2020 year,
including the Spring Banquet. Thank you to all of you
who worked on planning these events. We trust that
your good will and efforts may yield fruit in next
year’s programs. Patience and diligence are the virtues
of this time.
Assembling next year’s schedule of programs and the
related budget has been no simple task. Nobody quite
knows how our region’s relationship with COVID-19
Rebecca Abbott
will evolve, and people working from home have had
many burdens and distractions—as one person put it,
“a weird blend of tense worry and boredom.” The Executive Committee has
worked remotely, including one mass Zoom meeting with phones and laptops, to
rough out the schedule and to fill in as many details as possible. Please review the
budget as it appears in this issue of the Guilder and keep an eye out for an envelope via U.S. mail, with a return postcard for your vote on the budget and the new
Executive Committee members. Also, if you have a moment, please do thank
Tom Gerke, our temporary Treasurer, and any other Executive Committee members whom you may know. As Angela Merkel, Germany’s chancellor, used to
say, “Wir schaffen es!” (“We’ll get it done!”)
Have you shared your COVID-19 story yet with Brent Nolte, our new Guilder
editor? We’d very much like to hear how you’re doing and what your church is
doing.
March 15 was the last time my own church met (Hope Lutheran in Sunbury). I
attended alone, playing for both services, while my husband and daughters stayed
home. Since then, I’ve been going in on Saturdays to record the hymn accompaniments for online services in a single take, no going back to adjust anything.
Since this is being written at the onset of Holy Week, we expect to record Maundy Thursday and Good Friday back-to-back, then release them as separate services. For Easter Sunday, we plan to set up two trumpeters (at least six feet apart)
and record their accompaniments on one to two hymns. We now have the equipment to record my playing on an acoustic piano, but up till now, I’ve played on
an electric keyboard, run directly into a mixing board. The monitor is quite faint,
so I can barely hear what I’m playing; instead, I sing along to keep pace and the
pastor (the only miked voice, at present) sings with me from the front of the sanctuary. Sunday mornings I get to hear what actually came out of those fingers, although often my family sings too loudly in the living room, gathered in front of
the laptop screen, and the cats wrestle too energetically at our feet for me to hear
the details. Did I mention the budgies (parakeets) chirping in the other room? Actually, according to a delightful book called Medieval Pets, the presence of all
this chaos and animals was the norm in medieval services. So, despite all the
technology, we have drawn closer to our liturgical ancestors.
Keep laughing! Keep playing! Keep singing! Your “non-essential” services will
turn out to have been essential for us all.
Best wishes,
Rebecca Abbott
Dean, Columbus Chapter AGO
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AGO Mission Statement
The mission of the American
Guild of Organists is to
enrich lives through organ
and choral music.
To achieve this, we:


Encourage excellence in
the performance of organ
and choral music;



Inspire, educate, and offer
certification for organists
and choral conductors;



Provide networking,
fellowship, and mutual
support;



Nurture future generations
of organists;



Promote the organ in its
historic and evolving
roles; and



Engage wider audiences
with organ and choral
music.
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Brief Financial Report for Columbus Chapter AGO
June 1, 2019-May 31, 2020
Beginning Balance as of June 1, 2019: $23,196.96
Ending Balance as of March 27, 2020: $27,295.87
Proposed Budget for the 2020-2021 Program Year for Columbus
AGO
June 1, 2020-May 31, 2021
Income Categories
General Carryover (checking + savings)
Growth Fund
Total Carryover

$11,937.24
$15,358.63
$27,295.87

2020-2021 Projected Income
Bank Fee Rebates
AGO Exam Reimbursement
Directory Ads
Guilder Ads
Memberships
Scholarship Donations
Interest from Growth Fund
Checking and Savings Interest
Donations
September Quimby Winner Recital
Oktoberfest
November Jazz Organ
February Fanfare, Student Recital
March Alexander Technique Workshop
April Co-Sponsored Recital
May Spring Social, Game Night
Total Projected Income

$100.00
$100.00
$2,000.00
$400.00
$5,000.00
$600.00
$300.00
$5.00
$200.00
$0.00
$1250.00
$0.00
$800.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1200.00
$11,955.00

Total Carryover + Projected Income

$39,250.87

2020-2021 Projected Expenses
Bank Fees
Member Transfer/Young Organist Membership
AGO Exam Expenses
Print/Postage
Tax consultant + Atty. Gen. Fees
Mail/Copy/Technical Reimbursement
Chapter Elections
POE/Other Scholarships
Technology
Conservative Growth Fund Deposit
Contribution to AGO Fund
September Quimby Winner Recital
Oktoberfest
November Jazz Organ

$50.00
$500.00
$100.00
$2200.00
$450.00
$225.00
$600.00
$1800.00
$650.00
$100.00
$500.00
$1100.00
$1500.00
$750.00
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February Fanfare, Student Recital
March Alexander Technique Workshop
April Co-Sponsored Recital
May Spring Social, Game Night
Contingency Fund
Total Projected Expenses

$800.00
$300.00
$2500.00
$1400.00
$500.00
$15,800.00

Total Projected Ending Balance ($39,250.87 - $15,800.00) = $23,450.87
Please follow this link
to listen to Pipedreams
from American Public
Media.

Motion 1: Whereas the balance of the Columbus Chapter AGO funds was
$23,196.96 on June 1, 2019, and whereas the balance as of March 27,
2020, is $27,295.87, the membership approves the 2019-2020 Financial
Report, with the understanding that the Executive Committee continue to
oversee the finances and give approval of the final May 31, 2020, report.
Motion 2: The membership approves the Proposed Budget for the 20202021 Program Year, with the understanding that the Executive Committee may make changes as necessary.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Music theory homework by Rebecca Abbott's nine-year-old daughter Lucy,
March 30, 2020. Lucy followed directions and "named" the notes.
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Mark Meuser Update from England
Greetings to Columbus AGO Members from Bath, England:
Dean Rebecca Abbott suggested that I send another installment of my communications from Bath as the coronavirus pandemic continues to affect daily life everywhere. Hopefully, it will illustrate the way we have been
dealing with the crisis over here in the U.K.
My wife Susan and I, like everyone else, are staying at home. We only go out to buy groceries or to walk for
exercise. In the beginning of the crisis, the British government made a recommendation that people should
stay at home. Businesses, including restaurants and pubs, could stay open, but people were encouraged not to
patronize them. Those mild guidelines were ignored by so many that the government finally had to shut down
everything except groceries, chemists (AKA pharmacies), and petrol stations. We are now only allowed to go
out with members of our own households. If the police see a group of even three people, they can stop them to
make sure they all live at the same address. Fines for unlawful assembly can be £60 or more. I have never seen
anyone stopped, but the news reported that one woman was fined £600 for boarding a train illegally.
Thank goodness for the Internet. We use Skype and Google Voice to communicate not only with friends and
relatives in the U.S., but also with friends in the U.K., even those who live in the next apartment building. We
used to walk to Sainsbury’s, the nearest supermarket, several times a week to get freshly baked bread, fresh
fruit and vegetables, or whatever we might need for dinner that evening. We now shop once a week and drive
our car because we need to buy more than we can comfortably carry home on foot. Mind you, we are not
hoarding! But we do have to plan our weekly meals more carefully.
The highlight of our day is our walk. Not only do we have several regular routes, but we also try to explore
different sections of Bath. Because the city was laid out in the Middle Ages, most of the streets twist and turn.
The few straight streets tend to change names every couple of blocks. This adds to the challenge of navigating
them, even with our phone’s GPS. Fortunately, I purchased a map of Bath a few months ago, which has
proved invaluable on numerous occasions.
As we walk through Bath and its suburbs, I still have to pinch myself to believe that we are actually living
here. The town is over 2000 years old and a sizeable portion of its present buildings are 300 or 400 years old.
They are constructed with honey-coloured stone quarried in the nearby hills. Most structures are squeezed together in densely populated neighborhoods. The wealthier sections of town are also pretty crowded, but those
buildings are quite stately and have tiny but beautifully manicured gardens. One of our favorite walks near the
outskirts of town takes us past a bridge made of finely chiseled stone with arches and circular decorations. It is
called the “New Bridge.” It was built in 1734, forty-two years before the American Revolution.
I have attached a picture (page 7) that I took on one of our recent walks around Bath. The difference between
this picture and most of my previous pictures of Bath is the comparative lack of people. Last month, Bath was
a bustling city. Today, its streets resemble a ghost town. That is the case all over Britain. From what we hear,
that is the case in Ohio and most of the U.S. At least we are all in the same boat.
With best wishes to stay safe,
Mark Meuser
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Nomination for Chaplain
The Executive Committee regrets to announce that Cynthia Adcock has submitted her resignation as
Chaplain. We are making inquiries to see if Al and Cindy together could be profiled in a future Guilder, with
hearty thanks for their many years of service.
In the meantime, the Executive Committee has approved the Nominating Committee’s recommendation of the Rev. James M. Childs for Chaplain. Please see the April 2020 Guilder for the biographies of the
other candidates.
The Rev. James M. Childs, Jr., Ph.D., is Joseph A. Sittler Professor Emeritus of Theology and Ethics,
Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University. After serving in the parish ministry in Richmond, Virginia,
he served on the faculties of Concordia Senior College in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Valparaiso University in
Valparaiso, Indiana. For twenty-two of his over thirty years of service at Trinity he was Academic Dean. In
addition to extensive service in the ELCA, Dr. Childs is a life member of both the American Academy of Religion and the Society of Christian Ethics. He is the author of over one hundred articles, chapters, and reviews.
He is the author of ten books and editor/contributor of three more.

Church Music During COVID-19
I play at St. James the Less Catholic Church. The last Mass I played live with congregation present was on
March 15. The church began recording Sunday Masses the following week, however there was no music until
Palm Sunday. For Palm Sunday I was able to participate in playing and cantoring for a recording to be broadcast on the church's website and on YouTube. When I was told I couldn't be at church before being able to play
Palm Sunday Mass I posted this on Facebook....."You know you love what you do for a living when you can't
do it for a while." I was sooo happy to get to playing, yet miss the congregation immensely. I look forward to
us being together again soon. As I write this, I'm preparing for a recorded Easter Mass.
Mari Kay Dono
At All Saints Lutheran Church, Worthington, all events held at the church were cancelled as of Friday, March
13. Pared down Sunday services, without congregation, have been broadcast live, and archived, on YouTube.
Lauren Grangaard, Director of Music and Worship, and I provide the traditional music. Two or three musicians from the Contemporary Worship team provide praise band music. Note, Lauren Grangaard is an AGO
member. We also tape and make available on our church’s website midweek services and Bible Studies
(SaintsOnHigh.org). The church has purchased Zoom for the use by choirs, church groups, and others to keep
connected. The staff are in the office only long enough to do their work. Stay safe, everyone.
Tom Gerke
My church, First United Methodist of London, Ohio, has launched a robust program of online pastoral messaging and devotional opportunities for our congregation. We also maintain a Facebook page, which is frequently
followed by both congregation members and friends of the church. During Holy Week we will be offering,
online, both Good Friday and Easter Sunday services, complete with prelude and postlude delivered on the
church’s fine Johnson and Son/Muller pipe organ. In addition, we have recorded a lineup of musical offerings
from the organ, which are periodically posted to our Facebook page. For these postings, I tried to provide a
variety of hymn-based preludes and literature of a lighter and more gentle nature. My hope is that this music,
available along with inspiring messages from our pastors, provides an even greater source of comfort during
these uncertain times.
Michael Schreffler
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Positions Available
The following positions were posted on the chapter’s web site in the last twelve months. Please see http://
www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/forum/positions-available for fuller descriptions, as well as for positions
posted longer than twelve months ago.
Organist/Pianist/Choir Accompanist, North Congregational Church, Columbus
Church Music Director, St. John Lutheran, Dublin, OH
Part Time Organist, Trinity Episcopal, London, OH
Organist/Adult Choir Director, Gay Street UMC, Mount Vernon
Interim Organist/Pianist for Maternity Leave, St. Matthias Parish, Columbus
Organist/Choir Director, St. James Episcopal, Clintonville
Organist, Community UMC, Circleville
Organist/Accompanist, Mifflin Presbyterian, Gahanna
Organist, Bethlehem (Wheeling), WV
Organist, Ministry/Dayton (Oakwood)
Church Organist/Pianist, Springfield
Business Manager, Sacred Music Institute of America
Part Time Music Director, East Columbus
Music Director, St. Patrick, London, OH
8:30 Service Music Coordinator, North Broadway UMC

