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Virtual Oktoberfest
Our Columbus Chapter was making plans for an Oktoberfest celebration to
serve as our fall gathering and induction of new Executive Committee members. The pandemic forced us to re-think, and we have arranged with North
High Brewing to lead us in a Virtual Oktoberfest on Friday, October 16,
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. We will induct our new Executive Committee members
at 7, followed by the Oktoberfest and social time.

Inside
Dean’s Message ................. 2
St. Patrick’s Organ……….3
Tyler Robertson News…. ..4
University of Michigan Conference……………………4

North High Brewing will put together a “mix sixer” of their locally-brewed Positions Available….……4
beers, and one of their experts will lead us in a tasting and education sesPeebles-Herzog Pipe
sion. Each six pack is available for only $10.00, and can be picked up at the
Organ Company….…..…..5
Short North tap room.
Muller Pipe Organ
We do need to let them know how many mix sixers to prepare. Please email Company…………………6
board member Jennifer Bell at jlorenbell@gmail.com by Thursday, October
8, with your name and how many mix sixers you want to order. You will
pay for the order when you pick it up.
Information about options for alcohol-free and gluten-free beverages will be
available at a later date.
The link for the Zoom session is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88262743817?
pwd=SU5YZkkzL3ZVeko4VWRhdDhxakJEdz09

Please submit events to the online calendar for publication in
future Guilders. Non-calendar
submissions may be sent to
guilder@agocolumbus.org.
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The Dean’s Comments
Thank you to all of you who responded to the Executive Committee’s effort to get in touch with all
our members. Clark Becker, Stephen Trumbull,
and I spent the month of August calling each of
you to see how you were doing, whether you were
still able to work, whether you had access to an
organ on which to practice, and if we could get
accurate organ locations and specifications for the
back of the coming Chapter directory. It was a
delight to connect with so many of you and a reRebecca Abbott
lief to hear, as far as I can tell, that none of you
has lost your regular church music position during
this time. It has been difficult on the subs, who are getting fewer calls.
Most of you have organs on which to practice, but one family in Delaware
does need a practice organ two to three times per week for their teenage son.
Would you let me know if your location is in relatively easy driving distance
from Delaware and could accommodate them? I know that I wouldn’t have
become an organist without churches in the Portland, Oregon, area generously opening their spaces for my tentative teenage practices; you probably have
similar stories.
I hope to see you on September 14 for Noah Klein’s recital at 7 p.m. at Saint
Joseph Cathedral! The Cathedral is planning to live-stream the event, so that
information will go out in an email very soon. Keep an eye out, or feel free
to ask me.
Always,
Rebecca Abbott
Dean, Columbus Chapter AGO
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St. Patrick’s Organ
Excitement has been hard to come by during the last few COVID-saturated months, but exciting things are
happening at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church in Dublin.
When I first began as Music Director at St. Patrick’s almost twenty years ago I knew that the church’s beautiful, open, high-ceilinged sanctuary with its wonderful acoustic needed a good pipe organ. The church’s original Baldwin electronic died and was replaced by an Allen, which served well most of the time, but not on the
church’s anniversary Sunday or on Easter, when it just couldn’t keep up with the congregation.
Thus a movement began, spurred into action by the offer of a matching gift from a music-loving individual.
Several congregants came together to form a committee to investigate the possibility of providing St. Patrick’s the organ it deserves. These dedicated committee members, guided by clergy and staff, polled the congregation to discover the level of support for a pipe organ, address concerns individuals might have, and determine what kind of financial commitment the church could realistically take on. It was agreed that working
with a company to rebuild an existing but no longer used instrument would be the best approach to take, and
an organ campaign was begun.
When looking for an existing organ installation for rebuilding, you need to strike when the iron is hot and
Peebles-Herzog found us a really hot iron. Simpson United Methodist Church in Moundsville, West Virginia,
planned to remove their two-manual Schantz, installed in the 1950’s.
Fortunately for us, the instrument would fit our space with minimal physical changes. Better still, the original
specification needed only a few adjustments -- for example replacing the original gemshorn in the Great with
a 4’ harmonic flute for more tonal variety and lowering the pitch of the Great mixture in order to draw from it
a 2’ Principal.
Best of all, Peebles-Herzog was able to address one of our thorniest issues -- the congregation enjoys wonderful sound from the pews, but the choir has a hard time hearing the organ. The solution is an appropriately
named Choir division opening on to the choir area, made up of pipe work which the company had removed
for salvage from another Schantz organ several years ago.
Work on cleaning and voicing began at Peebles-Herzog’s shop at the end of 2019. Architectural work began
in the sanctuary just before the COVID-19 shutdown. At first we feared it would postpone the installation,
but because of limits on occupation and use of the sanctuary during a time when worship services have been
celebrated via Zoom, construction has been able to continue on time, and maybe even ahead of schedule. The
Choir division is not yet in place, and façade pipes for a 16’ Pedal rank are still being fabricated, but much of
the organ is in place and operable. It was first put into service with the prelude on Sunday, August 31, 2020.
It will be still more more exciting when the congregation can return in full force to hear the instrument in person, and to know the commitment and sacrifice was worth it. Hearing, and feeling, is believing.
Jennifer Bell
Director of Music
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, Dublin
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AGO Mission Statement
The mission of the American
Guild of Organists is to
enrich lives through organ
and choral music.

Tyler Robertson News
Saint Mark’s announces that Assistant Director of Music and Organist Dr.
Tyler W. Robertson has accepted a call to be the new Director of Music and
Organist at Christ Church (Episcopal), Glendale, Ohio. Tyler’s last Sunday
at Saint Mark’s will be October 11.
Tyler has served Saint Mark’s with distinction since his arrival in 2014, following the retirement of longtime organist Dr. Michael Murray. Tyler enriched their worship services and parish community for six years. He was the
organist for the Saint Mark’s Choir’s residency trip to Lincoln Cathedral in
2015. He played a pivotal role in the planning and execution of the enlargement of the parish’s Casavant organ, which was completed in 2016.
Saint Mark's wishes him, his wife Julie, and his son Weston all the very best
as they prepare to relocate to the Cincinnati area and begin this new chapter
in their lives.

University of Michigan 60th Annual Organ Conference
The University of Michigan Organ Department presents its annual conference, entitled “Creative Collaborations in a Time of Change,” from October
5-10. This year’s conference will be an online offering of organ, harpsichord,
carillon and sacred music performances and interactive lectures by faculty,
students, and guests. Information is available at https://smtd.umich.edu/
departments/organ/organ-conference/.

To achieve this, we:


Encourage excellence in
the performance of organ
and choral music;



Inspire, educate, and offer
certification for organists
and choral conductors;



Provide networking,
fellowship, and mutual
support;



Nurture future generations
of organists;



Promote the organ in its
historic and evolving
roles; and



Engage wider audiences
with organ and choral
music.

Positions Available
The following positions were posted on the chapter’s web site in the last
twelve months. Please see http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/forum/
positions-available for fuller descriptions, as well as for positions posted
longer than twelve months ago.
Organist, Plain City Presbyterian Church, Plain City, OH
Organist, First United Methodist Church, Lancaster, OH
Interim Organist/Pianist for Maternity Leave, St. Matthias Parish, Columbus
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