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Please submit events to the on-

line calendar for publication in 

future Guilders. Non-calendar 

submissions may be sent to 

guilder@agocolumbus.org. 

Find us: 
Columbus Chapter 

 

Noah Klein Recital 

Our September program will feature Noah Klein in recital at St. Joseph Ca-
thedral, 212 E. Broad Street, Columbus, on Monday, September 14, at 7 
p.m. Noah is entering his fourth year pursuing an organ performance degree 
under the direction of Janette Fishell at the Jacobs School of Music, Indiana 
University, and is also the winner of the AGO/Quimby Regional Competi-
tion for Young Organists. He will present a varied program, including 
works of Frescobaldi, Bach, Bolcom and Dupré. 
 
This concert is co-sponsored with the St. Joseph Cathedral Music series.  
Concert series events at the Cathedral closely adhere to CDC guidelines in 

terms of sanitation, social distancing guidelines, and encouraging all attend-
ing to wear face masks.  Hand sanitizer will also be available inside the 
main entrance.   

 

http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/calendar#year=2018&month=1&day=14&view=month
http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/calendar#year=2018&month=1&day=14&view=month
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Chapter-AGO/109461995763833
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Chapter-AGO/109461995763833
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Executive Committee 

Class of 2021 

Clark Becker 

Jennifer Bell 

Mari Kay Dono 

Class of 2022 

Carol Neff 

Anne Saylor 

Michael Schreffler 

 

Class of 2023 

Brent Nolte  

Stephen Trumbull 

Michael Vicario 

 

The Dean’s Comments 

 
 

Would you still be a member of the AGO if you 
knew that any programming and publications 
were unlikely to happen for the next year? I 
would be. Carrying the baton for the next genera-
tion of organists and choir directors is one of our 
most important tasks during this shut-down. What 
then is our most important task? The answer will 
look a little different for each of us. Whatever the 
answer, it has a lot to do with persistence, faithful-
ness, and the importance of hidden things. 
  

However, during the next few months, we do hope to continue with 
the Guilder and with some programming. I hope you’ll join us on Monday, 
September 14, at 7 p.m.for Noah Klein’s recital at St. Joseph Cathedral. 
Because of requirements for social distancing, we’ll be cancelling the recep-
tion and postponing the officer installation. We hope to install the officers 
on Friday, October 16, in the evening via Zoom, hopefully combined with 
a Virtual Happy Hour that a couple of our Executive Committee members 
are working to organize. More on that later. Rhonda Edgington and Tony 
Monaco’s jazz organ recital, already postponed once, we plan to offer on-
line on Friday, November 13, in the evening, followed by a Q-and-A with 
the performers.  
  
In the meantime, I or another member of the Executive Committee plan to 
get in touch with each Columbus AGO member by the end of August. We’ll 
be asking you: 1) How are you doing? 2) Is your income and work being af-
fected by this situation? 3) If you’re still playing an organ, would you con-
firm the organ’s address, builder, year of building (and refurbishing, if appli-
cable), number of manuals, number of ranks? We’d like to get the most ac-
curate directory possible. 
  
Thank you to all of you! Stay in touch. May God bless us all. 

 

Always, 

Rebecca Abbott 

Dean, Columbus Chapter AGO 

Rebecca Abbott 

Officers 

Dean 

Rebecca Abbott 

abbottmusiclab@gmail.com 
 

Sub-Dean 

Jason Keefer 

jkeefer@pcj.edu 
 

Secretary 

Nicholas Fink 

NLFink@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 

Thomas Gerke 

tagerke@yahoo.com 

 

Chaplain 

James Childs 

jmchilds39@gmail.com 
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Dean’s Committees 
 

Communications 
Ryan Boyle 

violone@ryanjboyle.com 
 

Education & Examinations 
Robert Wisniewski 
slw260@gmail.com 

 
Guilder Editor & Publisher 

Brent Nolte 
bnolte@ohiochristian.edu 

 
Professional Concerns, 

Placement & Substitutes 
Chad Baker 

bdb49@hotmail.com 
 

Registrar 
Stan Osborn 

stanosborn@earthlink.net 
  

Webmaster 
Anthony Fabro 

anthony.fabro@outlook.com 

AGO Mission Statement 

The mission of the American 
Guild of Organists is to 
enrich lives through organ 
and choral music. 

To achieve this, we:  

• Encourage excellence in 
the performance of organ 
and choral music; 

• Inspire, educate, and offer 
certification for organists 
and choral conductors; 

• Provide networking, 
fellowship, and mutual 
support; 

• Nurture future generations 
of organists; 

• Promote the organ in its 
historic and evolving 
roles; and 

• Engage wider audiences 
with organ and choral 
music. 

Sacred Music Institute of America 

Fall Classes 

 

This fall, students of the Sacred Music Institute of America can continue to 
develop skills and learn new repertoire in the comfort of home through 
online lessons in organ, voice, and conducting. The Institute will also offer 
in-person lessons in the greater Columbus area. 

Three ten-week online courses will be offered: “Gregorian and English 
Chant I,” “Music Theory I,” and “History of Sacred Music.” These classes 
include lectures, discussions, and readings and may be taken as continuing 
education or as part of the Institute’s certification tracks for music directors, 
organists, choir directors, and cantors. 

“Gregorian and English Chant I” will be taught by Dr. William Mahrt, who 
also teaches musicology and the performance of Medieval and Renaissance 
music at Stanford University. It is a beginning course in chant which will 
proceed from reading and singing of the simplest chants and the study of 
their liturgical function and include chants of progressive difficulty for the 
priest, people, and choir in both English and Latin. 

“History of Sacred Music” will be taught by Emily Lapisardi, director of 
music at the Catholic Chapel at the United States Military Academy (West 
Point, NY). This course provides a survey of the historical role of music in 
worship from its roots in the Old Testament to the present day, exploring 
landmark repertoire within the framework of turning-points in ecclesiastical 
history. While the class will focus primarily on Christian music in the west-
ern world, cross-cultural influences will also be explored. 

“Music Theory I” will also be taught by Emily Lapisardi. This course pro-
vides an overview of the foundational components of music including nota-
tion, intervals, key signatures, harmonic analysis and realization, and figured 
bass. 

All fall classes begin on August 24. More information is available at 

www.sacredmusicinstitute.org, or by contacting the Institute at 614-395-

7783 or administrator@sacredmusicinstitute.org. 

mailto:violone@ryanjboyle.com
mailto:slw260@gmail.com
mailto:bdb49@hotmail.com
mailto:stanosborn@earthlink.net
mailto:anthony.fabro@outlook.com
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Please follow this link 
to listen to Pipedreams 
from American Public 
Media. 

Hymn Notes 

 

Columbus Chapter Dean Rebecca Abbott has been exploring the intersec-
tion of text and music through writing Hymn Notes for church bulletins for 
several years (see www.hymnnotes.com). In July, she launched Visual 
Hymn Notes on Youtube, beginning with a two-part presentation of 
"Schmücke Dich" ("Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness" or "Soul, 
Adorn Yourself with Gladness"). Abbott laughingly describes these as 
"incredibly nerdy--plus you can hear the pet parakeets in the background," 
but says friends and members of her congregation had asked her to try a 
video format. In addition to helping viewers understand how text and mu-
sic relate a message, Abbott hopes to encourage hymn memorization. A 
search for "Abbott Music Lab Visual Hymn Note" should produce the first 
video, or you can click here. 

 

Positions Available 
  
The following positions were posted on the chapter’s web site in the last 
twelve months. Please see http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/forum/
positions-available for fuller descriptions, as well as for positions posted 
longer than twelve months ago. 
  
Organist, First United Methodist Church, Lancaster, OH 
Interim Organist/Pianist for Maternity Leave, St. Matthias Parish, Colum-
bus 
Organist/Choir Director, St. James Episcopal Church, Clintonville, OH 
Organist, Community United Methodist Church, Circleville, OH 
8:30 Service Music Coordinator, North Broadway UMC 

pipedreams.publicradio.org
http://www.hymnnotes.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oB4z7nYqQio&t
http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/forum/positions-available
http://www.agocolumbus.org/index.php/forum/positions-available
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